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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO STATEMENTS IN BOOK, 



COPIES of the Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners of 
Ireland and their Inspectors, relative to Statements contained in an Extract 
from a Book, entitled “ Gleanings in the West of Ireland.” 



COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. ii. Bottrke, Poor Law Inspector, 
dated 8 November 1850. 



(No. 785, M./50.) 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
forward herewith an extract from a book, entitled “ Gleanings in the West of 
Ireland, by the Honourable and Rev. S. G. Osborne.” 

Mr. Osborne purports in his book to have derived his knowledge regarding the 
management of workhouses in Ireland from a visitation of workhouses situate in 
the following Unions: Limerick, Kilrush, Ennis, Gort, Ballinasloe, Galway, 
Clifden, Westport, Castlebar, Baiiina and Tuam. 

At the time of Mr. Osborne's visitation of these Unions, the Gort, Galwav, 
Clifden, Westport, Castlebar, Ballina and Tuam Unions were under your super- 
intendence, as permanent inspector of the district containing them, and the 
Commissioners, therefore, send to you the enclosed extract, in order that you may 
liave the opportunity of addressing to the Commissioners any observations 
regarding the circumstances of the above Unions, and the state of the work- 
houses within them at the time in question, which you may desire to make after 
a perusal of Mr. Osborne’s statements, in addition to such official reports as have 
been already received from you on the subject of these Unions. 

The temporary inspectors who were in charge of the Unions of Gort and 
Clifden at the time referred to, are not now in the service of the Commission, and 
the Commissioners are not able, therefore, to address them on the subject of these 
Unions ; but they have addressed Captain Hamilton regarding Ballina, Mr. 
Lucas regarding Tuam, and Mr. Hall on the subject of Ganvay Union. 

With regard to Castlebar and Westport, the Commissioners have received a 
recent report from Captain Farren regarding the state of those Unions at the time 
of bis retirement from the service of the Commission, which report is sent here- 
with for your information. 



COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Colonel Clarke, Poor Law Inspector, 
dated 8 November 1850. 

(No. 7S6, M./51 .) 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
forward herewith an extract from a book, entitled “ Gleanings in the West of 
Ireland, by the Honourable and Rev. S. G. Osborne.” 

.Mr. Osborne purports in his book to have derived his knowledge regarding the 
management of workhouses in Ireland from a visitation of workhouses situate in 
the following Unions : Limerick, Kilrush, Ennis, Gort, Ballinasloe, Galway, 
Clifden, Westport, Castlebar, Ballina and Tuam. 

At the time of Mr. Osborne’s visitation of these Unions, the Union of Balli- 
nasloe was under your superintendence as permanent inspector of the district 
including it, and the Commissioners, therefore, send to you the enclosed extract, in 
order that you may have the opportunity of addressing to the Commissioners any 
observations regarding the circumstances of the above Union, and the state of 
the workhouses within it, which you may desire to make after a perusal of 
Mr. Osborne’s statements, in addition to such official reports as have been already 
received from you on the subject of that Union. 



COPY 
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entitled “ GLEANINGS IN THE WEST OF IRELAND.” 3 

r'rwv TETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Lynch, Poor Law Inspector, 
coir dated 8 November 1850. 

(No. 787, M./50-) , , . r , J 

Tm Commissioners for administering tl;e la.vs tor relief of the poor m Ireland 
forward herewith an extract from a book, entitled Gleanings m the West of 
Ireland by the Honourable and Rev. S. G. Osborne.” 

Mr Osborne purports in this book to have derived his knowledge regarding 
the management of workhouses in Ireland from a visitation of workhouses situate 
in the following Unions: Limerick, Kilrush, Enms, Gort, Ballinasloe, Galway, 
Clifden, Westport, Castlebar, Ballina and Tuam. _ 1 rr-i 1 r • 

At the time of Mr. Osborne’s visitation of these Unions, the Kiirush, Ennis 
and Limerick Unions were under your superintendence as permanent inspector of 
the district including them, and the Commissioners, therefore, send to_ you the 
enclosed extract, in order that you may have the opportunity of addressing to the 
Commissioners any observations regarding tlie circumstances of the above Unions, 
and the state of the workhouses within them, which you may de.sire to make 
after a perusal of Mr. Osborne’s statements, in addition to such othcial reports as 
have been already received from you on the subject of these Unions. 



COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to their Inspectors, John Hall, 
Esquire, (1) ; Captain Hamilion, (2) ; and W. H. Lucas, Esquire, (3) ; dated 
8 November 1850. 



(No. 784, M./50.} 

The Commissioners for administering tbe laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
forwaid herewith an extract from a book, entitled “ Gleanings m the West of 
Ireland, by the Honourable and Reverend S. G. Osborne. 

Mr Osborne purports iu this book to have derived his knowledge regarding 
the m'anagement of workhouses in Ireland from a visitation of workhouses situate 
in the following Unions: Limerick, Kilrush, Ennis, Gort, Ballinasloe, Galway, 
Clifden, Westport, Castlebar, Ballina and Tuam. _ 

At the time of Mr. Osborne's visitation of these Unions, you were in charge ot 
tbe O') Gaiwav Union, as temporary inspector, and the Commissioners, therefore, 
send to you the enclosed extract, in order that you may have the opportunity ot 
addressing to the Commissioners any observations regarding the circumstaaces ot 
the above Union, and the stale of the workhouses within it, whmh you may desire 
to make after a perusal of Mr. Osbornes statements, m addition to such official 
reports as have been already received from you on the subject of that Union. 



(2) Ballina. 

(3) Tuam. 



Extract refen-ed to in foregoing Letters. 



however 'no hesitation in asserting that they are very generally m lue iiBiauu 

grossly neglected, cunningly evaded, or openly defied. By these ru es, all I have said above. 
Is to thi.K?s fittin- to be found for the paupers in the houses are clearly laid down as to be 
found forlhem by the Guardians. The iormer chapters of this little work will prove how 
these orders are c^arried out, or rather, with what open contempt they are treated. 

» sSose, reader, that yon had a population equal to that of an English county town of 
some umernitude, shut up within walls, you would, I presume, at once admit, that to preserve 
order amongst them, eiv^clMy when they were of the class I have described, you would 
have a sufficient staff of trustworthy, well-paid officers. * i 1 

“ You would not place 700 or 800 women under the care of one woman, at a low salary, 
,vith an nnpaW aasiaiant or two of the same sex, with the father aid of a low pa, d man, or 
a pauper unpaid, called a po,-ter or wardsman, ai-med with a stick or whip to force, by force, 
otLrL meals, L. You would not place 500 or 1,000 boys or girls «"? ■>' 

faee, at the most, very yoong, very low paid young women or men, and 0.11 this edncation, 
when you have not even given these iastmetors the commonest necessaries of a school, 
leavinv to these vonne men or women, with the aid, perhaps, of an adult pauper or two, 
fawde managLont and supervision, by day and b, mgUt, ot these numbers of children, 

yo»”id not so regulate departmints of your walled-up community, that women with 
the most loathsome disSaes should be herded with the rest, or at besb only mpsrfec ly 
separated. You would not allow children eat up with vermin, evidently affected with eonta- 

2i8. ^ 
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vations. 



4 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO STATEMENTS IN BOOK, 

gious disease, to mingle iu the massed hundreds of yoar schools. You would not stow 
away, by night, your men, your women and your children, each in tliree separate depart- 
ments, so crammed on the mattresses on the dormitory floors, that when all are on the 
ground, those floors present thick masses of hot steaming life, all decency defied the 
•weak at the mercy of the tyranny of the strong, in tlie scramble for room to rest. Knowino- 
the common necessities of our nature, you would not adopt insuflicient disgusting e.vpedieiite 
to meet them at night, or, as sometimes is Llie case, have no provision whatever for these 
necessities 5 you would not, by day, leiive the same necessities to seek relief under cir- 
cumstances of publicity and scanty provisiou, which outrage every sense of decorum or 
cleanliness. 

“ If you had many hundreds of clnldren suflering from chronic diarrhcea or dysentery 
1 presume you would not place them by 30, 40, 50 or GO in a ward, two, three, sometimes 
four, in the same bed ; sometimes four so placed in a narrow bed, that two of them have 
their heads on the pillow', two their heads on the foot of the bed — this even when the 
disease is dysentery ! 

“ Water is not an expensive article. Cleanliness, when the people are in masses, becomes 
a necessary element to the common safety. Yon would not then leave many, very many 
lumdrecl children utterly unwashed for weeks and weeks together. You woiild not leave 
them ill filthy rags, as well as unwashed. You would not herd hundreds, more or less of 
women, infants at the breast, children, with here and there an idiot, in wards, with no choice 
but to crouch down on the bare floor of the one small day-room, or on the bare o'round of 
the one confined yard; keeping them for weeks iu the dirt and filth in which tlrey sought 
shelter from you ; causing them to sleep at night naked or in their rag.s, their beds foul 
mattresses, thrown on a shed floor, witli a foul blanket their only covering ; the hours of 
each night to be thus spent; these people, of various ages, left each nighf to seek rest in 
this filth, this promiscuous, almost naked contact, 

“ Wlien the meals were to be served, say, to a class of some hundreds of women, you 
would not have them served by men witli sticks in their hands to keep them, as men do 
from the trough till each is served in turn. You would not suffer the periods of serviiw 
the meals to be such times of disorder, that when I told one official I had just seen the 
wornen being fed in one of his workhouses strack with sticks by men, his I'eply was, ‘ I am 
gmd of it; it is time something was done to keep order.’ I say, reader, no one possessed 
of common sense, common humanity, would permit such way.s to exist in the walled com- 
n-iimties of which we are speaking, and yet, I assert, many of such ways are common to 
very many Unions. 



COPY REPORT of Mr. Hall, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners, dated 11 November 1850. 

(No. 62,621/50, Galway Union.) 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, No. 784, M./50, 
accompanying an extract from a recent work by the Honourable and Reverend’ 
S. G. Osborne, entitled “ Gleanings in the West of Ireland,” and siatino- that 
the extract was forwarded with the object of affording me an opportunity of 
addressing to the Commissioners any observations on the circumstances of the 
Galway Union, and the state of the workhouses and auxiliaries therein, which I 
might desire to make after a perusal of the document adverted to. 

Before entering on the matters mentioned in the extract, I may premise that 
the visit of the Reverend Mr. Osborne to the West of Ireland was made at a 
period of the year when the greatest destitution, and consequently the greatest 
pressure, on the workhouses occurs, and the state of these establishments on 
the occasion of his visit should not be taken as indicating their ordinary 
condition. 

The reverend gentleman has, I think, fallen into another error. In o-oino-over 
the several workhouses which be enumerates, he has observed what he^considers 
an improper proceeding in one, a deficiency of certain requisites in another, an 
inefficient officer jn a third, and so on ; and at the termination of his tour,’ lie 
combines all the isolated cases of irregularity he has witnessed into one general 
accusation, which may be taken to apply to all the houses he has visited.* That 
such an opinion U held by many who have read the pamphlet, and who have 
no opportunity of judging for themselves, is, I believe, manifest from the comments 
of some of the English and Irish newspapers ; and I therefore deem it a duty 
incumbent on all those engaged in the administration of the Poor Law in the 
Unions mentioned by Mr. Osborne, to examine carefully the statements advanced 
in that portion of his work which is contained in the extract forwarded to me 
and see how far they apply to the workhouses under their charge. * 

Holding this view, and having been actively engaged in working the Poor Law 

iu 
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ENTITLED “ GLEANINGS IN THE WEST OF IRELAND.” 5 

in the Galway Union at the period of the reverend g-entleman’s inspection of 
the workhouse and auxiliaries in that Union, I consider myself called on to 
ascertain to what extent his observations are applicable to the condition and 
management of those establishments. 

For convenience sake, it appears to me desirable that the paragraphs in the -As to general 
extract should be taken separately, and, therefore, commencing with the first, in ^Jiegation, 
which it is alleged that the rules of the Commissioners for the management of 
•workhouses “ are generally in the West of Ireland grossly neglected, cunningly &c. 
evaded, or openly defied,” I understand him to mean that the acts of evasion, 
neglect and defiance are those of the persons administering the law, or of the 
officers acting under them. Now, during the entire of the period that I have 
been acting in the Union of Galway, I cannot bring to mind any instance in 
which the persons having the management of the TJiuon, whether paid officers 
or a Board of Guardians, laid themselves open to this charge, and in the instances, 
which were very few, where workhouse officers committed any bre:acli of the 
Commissioners’ regulations, they were immediately removed from their situations. 

It has indeed occurred, but not often, that from a sudden influx of great numbers 
at a period when the resources of the Union were nearly exhausted, that a 
portion of the inmates had to wear the whole or a pai't of their own clothes for 
a few days, until a supply of material could be obtained, and the required articles 
jnadeiip, but the parties so circumstanced were kept separate from the other inmates, 
until properly dressed. The same observations apply to the article of bedding, 
of which there wms a scarcity for a short time during the past summer, until 
the Commissioners sent down funds to purchase a supply. However, these 
occurrences were neither caused by a desire to neglect, evade or defy the law, nor 
by an indisposition on the part of the Guardians to carry it out properly, for 
none regretted the irregularity more than they did, and no remedy was left 
untried by them to remove the evil ; but in no case has the supply of food been 
•deficient. To obtain a sufficient supply of food of good quality, was the primary 
object of the Guardians in periods of difficulty ; and at all times the full rations 
have been issued at the regular hours, and in an orderly manner. 

In short, the only violations of the regulations committed by the persons in 
charge of the Galway Union were those of absolute unavoidable necessity. 

They occurred only at periods of extraordinary difficulty, when circumstances 

rendered it impossible to adhere strictly to the regulations. The deviations from 

the prescribed rules were of comparatively little importance, five in number, and 

iminediatel3’^ remedied, and certainly did not operate prejudicially on the health 

or morals of the persons subjected to them. I think it right here to mention a fact Principal difticul- 

which Mr. Osborne has entirely overlooked; namely, that the greatest obstacle ties in carrvinjtoiit 

to carrying out the Commissioners’ regulations in workhouses is found in the paupci'rthvro- 

paupers themselves. In my experience of the Galway workhouse, I have seen selves. 

-many take their discharge in preference to putting on the Union clothing ; I have 
seen others go away, sooner than submit to be washed. Being deprived of the 
free use of tobacco has caused the departure of several ; and some leave the 
house in consequence of being obliged to go to bed and get up at a regular hour. 

The most obnoxious regulation, however, is that which requires the able-bodied to 
be kept at work. To recent admissions especially, and more particularly among 
the adult males, anything like labour is objectionable. If employed away from 
the overseer, they neglect their work ; and if under his superintendence, they 
evade his scrutiny, and not unfrequentiy openly defy him. At last they generally 
leave the house, taking with them, sometimes, a large family ; and many 
unfortunate wife and children may be seen endeavouring to obtain a precarious 
support by begging about the country, having been forced out of the workhouse 
by the husband and parent, in consequence of his objection to submit to that 
■rule of the Commissioners which requires that the able-bodied should be set 
to work. 

The same opposition to the workhouse regulations, the same eftbrts to evade, 
and the same attempts to violate them, are exhibited by many of the females. 

The sole object of some women who come into the workhouse seems to be, to do 
as much mischief as possible, and oppose every effort which is made to maintain 
order, regularity and discipline. They cannot be made to w’ork ; they plead igno- 
rance of the most ordinary domestic occupations. They watch every opportunity of 
.abstracting food, in which they carry on a traffic. They tear and damage their 
•bedding, and cut pieces from their clothes. They are continually quarrelling 
218. 'A3 
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with the other inmates, and they seize on every opportunity of committino; 
nuisances about the yards and passages, though every requisite convenience is 
provided. They are always endeavouring to create disturbance ; and to the in- 
mates of any standing who know and obey the rules, and desire that others 
should do the same, they entertain the utmost hostility. 

These, then, and the others that I have described, are really the parties who 
habitually and constantly grossly neglect, cunningly evade, and sometimes openly 
oppose, the workhouse regulations, and render it almost impos.sible to maintain 
cleanlines-s, order and industry in a workhouse. 

But it is not to be supposed that these constitute a majority of the inmates of 
the Galway workhouse. No ; I feel pleasure that they are comparatively few in 
number ; while the greater portion of the paupers, male and female, children and 
adults, show by their healthy appearance, cheerful looks, cleanliness of person, 
orderly habits and respectful manner, that they have become obedient to the rules 
laid down for their observance ; that they are contented with their situation, and 
that they neither fear injustice, nor deserve any harsh treatment. The former 
seldom remain long in tiie house, which accounts for their number being small ; 
but the latter stop in till an opportunity of bettering their condition occurs, 
and will not go out to lead a life of mendicancy, which the others frequently 
pursue. 

The next paragraph impliedly gives it to be understood, that the staff of officers 
in the workhouses he has named is insufficient, underpaid, and not trustworthy. 
I must acknowledge that the charge of under-payment has taken me by surprise. 
On almost every former occasion, when parties have animadverted on the working 
of the Poor Law in this country, the excessive staff of overpaid officials has been 
set down as one of the principal gi-ievances. In fact, so accustomed have the 
people become to this statement, from heaving it repeated by each successive 
writer, that a great portion of those not intimately acquainted with the matter 
believe that “ all the rates are swallowed up by the officers.” Besides, in asking 
the question contained in the paragmph now under consideration, the Rev. 
Mr. O.sborne has altogether omitted one very material element, which would 
exercise a very powerful influence on the reply given to this query by any person 
connected witli the administration of the law in the Western Unions. He makes 
no inquiry as to the resources of the party questioned, or as to where the funds 
are to be obtained for carrying out his suggestions. In short, he seems to take it 
for granted, that persons engaged in the management of Unions in this country 
have an unlimited command of pecuniary means, which is a very great mistake, 
as far as the Western Districts are concerned. 

However, notwithstanding the difficulties which, during the last few years, have 
beset the distressed Unions, I do not think the staff of officers employed in the 
Galway workhouse and its auxiliaries for the last 12 months, is either insuffi- 
cient for the ordinary requirements of these establishments, underpaid for their 
labours, having regard to the remuneration allowed to persous employed in other 
public departments, or generally untrustworthy; — undoubtedly instances have 
occurred, but they have recently been very rare, in which it has been necessary 
to remove officers or assistants for misconduct or neglect ; but removals on similar 
grounds take place in all establishments, public or private, in which a large num- 
ber of persons are employed, and generally to a much greater extent than at the 
Galway workhouse; and in speaking of llie number of officers required in a 
workhouse, the laciliiies afforded them for supervision and superintendence should 
be taken into consideration. A little experience in the management of these in- 
stitutions would have convinced the reverend gentleman, that for a house con- 
taining not more than 500 paupers of all the classes, a greater staft' is required 
than for a house whose inmates amount to 1,000, where the classes are limited to 
two or three ; and so at auxiliaries, where the inmates, though numerous, consist of 
only one class, a small staff is sufficient, while an increase in the classes, though 
attended with a diminution of numbers, would require additional officers. 
Moreover he would learn, that in an extensive building with large apartments, 
two officers can exercise a more perfect supervision over 1,000 paupers, than 
double the number could exercise over 300, located in detached premises with 
small rooms. 

The succeeding paragraph commences with an animadversion on the practice 
of placing 700 or 800 women under the care of one woman, at a low salary. In 
reference to this, 1 have to observe, -that at the period- of the Rev. Mr. Osborne’s 

visit, 
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visit and for some time after, we had at the Merchant's-road auxiliary (Clarh’s), 
about 800 able-bodied females under the charge of two assistant matrons, whose 
salaries were not considered low in this part of Ireland as several respectable 
oersons have, from time to time, become competitors for the office. They had a 
vmincr lad who had been taught in the house to keep the accounts, and they 
selecfed from amongst the most steady inmates a sufficient number of “ wards- 

women ’’ two or more to each room, whose duty it was to see that the floors were 
■nronerly scoured and washed, the apartments cleaned, and the beds regularly 
made an - all being subject to the general supervision of the paid t^a-trons. Ihe 
apartments were all very large, the five principal ones being about 120 feet lon» 
by 24 wide. It contained a large 0 [ien yard surrounded by a high wall, and 
was well lighted and well ventilated. In all my experience of this auxiliary, 1 
saw no deficiency in the number of officers; I saw no irregularity occur wdnch 
could have been prevented, even though the staff had been quadrupled. The 
premises were kept perfectly dean, the clothing and bedding in good order,_as 
far as the limited means of the Guardians permitted ; but, at any rate, that which 
depended on the exertions of the officers was done — they were kept clean and 
well mended. No accident occurred through neglect or inattention ; in short, no 

want of superintendence was observable. _ . . . 1 %• 

The ..eit passage may be disposed of by me ia a few >vords : lu no msianee As B mg.lant.es 
svliatsoever, either at the aorkhouse or any of the aoxtl.avies, except at Dangan 
have the male paupers anything to do with the preparation or serving out ot 
food, or with maintaining order at meals; women alone are employed m 
nerformincr the two former duties ; and one or more of tlie paid officers always 
superintends the dining-hall during the period time the paupers are at brealdast 
or dinner ■ and in no instance whatsoever is any pauper, male or female, or 
any offieer, principal or subordinate, allowed to carry or use a stick or switcli tor 
the purpose of maintaining order at meal hours, or for enforcing any ottiei 
reo-ulation. At Daiigan auxiliary the cookiag is done by the boys, and the tood 
is served out by them, but in no instance are they allowed to use any vio cnce to 
tiie other inmates, nor indeed is it required, as they come to their meals in an 
orderly and regular manner, and are invariably superintended thereat by the paid 

“®Tl,e eoncluding passage in this paragraph adverts to the management of work- As .0 workhouse 

l.ouse schools, and commences with ohjections as to the mimher, the remunera- schools. 

tion, but more especially as to the youtli of the teachers. It is a remaikiib e fact 

that he entirely overlooks character, acquirements, ability, diligence, activity and 

moral liabits, appearing to consider age and a good salary as the principal 

requisites for a good schoolmaster or schoolmistress. Now we that ore engaged 

in the administration of the Poor Law look on these latter as matters of 

secondary importance, and hold the former to be essential qualities, so that if a 

candidate possess them, we look upon his age as ot little consequence or rather 

we prefer a young person to an old one ; and, with regard to remuneration, such 

ail amount is given as is usual to officers filling similar situations, and as the 

circumstances of tbe union will afford. i i .. i 

At tbe period of the Rev. Mr. Osborne’s visit, we had tao scboolmas ers and 
two schoolmistresses, all of whom were young : the former had tlmn charge of 
723 boys, since reduced to 450 ; and the latter had charge of 669 girls, since 
reduced to 362, In addition to these officers, we had at Dangan an agricultural 
instructor, who had then charge of 247 boys, from 15 to 10 years ot age, who 
have been since reduced to 124. All those officers stil continue in the employ- 
ment of the Union. They have obtained the approval of successive Inpeclors 
of the National Board. .Several of the boys have obtained such a knowledge of 
writino- and accounts as to be capable of assisting m the master s office, and of 
keeping some of the books at the auxiliaries ; others have left tiie workhouse and 
obtained siluatious or employment outside, on account of their literaiy acquire- 
ments; and even, if I mistake not, Mr. Osborne himself is a witness ol the 
satisfactory manner in which the boys are taught by the two yonng me^ho 
have charge of them. Had he examined a class of the girls on tte 
his visit to their school, I have no doubt but Ins testimony would be equally 
favourable, though the more advanced have been from time to time 
emigration, and are now in Australia, maintaining a good character and 

schools every thing required for instruction is supplied. In no 
218. A 4 
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lias any application of tlie teachers for books, papers or other requisites been 
refused, neglected or passed over. This portion of the extract certainly does not' 
apply to the Galway workhouse. 

The entire management of the Dangan auxiliary, subject to the supervision of 
the master of the workhouse, and the general control of ihe Board of Guardians 
and visiting committee, is and has been left to the agricultural instructor, the 
schoolmaster and the assistant schoolmaster, and as yet nothing has occurred to 
render an alteration of this arrangement desirable. No pauper exercises any con- 
trol in the school, or in the donnitories, except those few of the more advanced 
boys who have been selected as monitors in the school, in accordance with the 
National System, and such steady lads as have been placed in charge of a dor- 
mitory, to report any irregularity which may occur. No sick children are allowed' 
to remain at Dangan, and even such as are delicate are kept at the workhouse 
until they recover strength. 

A .somewhat similar arrangement with regard to monitors, and the appointment 
of steady girls to the care of dormitories, existed in the gills’ school, at the West-- 
house, before they were removed from that estalilishment to the workhouse, where 
the same system as regards monitors is carried out. The schoolmistress and her 
tissistant have the entire supervision of the girls, subject to the same general con- 
trol of tlie workhouse master and Guardians as in the boys’ department ; and I 
have no reason to think that the trust reposed in these two officers has been 
betrayed or neglected. They are both young, and I am free to admit that I con- 
sider their youth an advantage, for I have invariably found that young officers of 
workhouses are more ready to receive advice, and adhere to the regulations laid 
down for their guidance, than officers who have arrived at a mature age, the 
latter having acquired settled habits and fixed ideas, which it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to remove or alter. 

For some time during the past summer a few delicate young children, prin- 
cipally convalescents fronr hospital, were placed in a separate apartment at the 
West-house auxiliary, under the charge of two steady w'omen, and subject to the 
superyision of the schoolmistress. They were visited daily by the medical 
officer, and received such food and treatment as he directed. The cause of their 
removal was the belief that they would sooner recover their health and streno-th, 
■when placed in a building with children of their own sex and age, and where 
they could have the undivided care of their attendants, than if left at the prin- 
cipal workhouse along with the able-bodied. The proceeding was adopted at 
the recommendation of the medical officer, and was attended with salisfactory 
results. 

The next paragraph consists of a detailed series of irregularities and improper 
practices which the reader is led to infer exist, and are of common occurrence in 
the several workhouses which the writer visited. Taking them one by one, the 
first impliedly alleges, “ that women with the most loathsome diseases are herded- 
with, or imperfectly separated” from, the rest of the workhouse inmates. Now, as 
far as the Galway Union is concerned, this is directly the reverse of the fact. ' In 
workhouses situated in large towns, where there is no other institution for their 
reception, unfortunate females suffering from disease will generally be found, 
because when so suffering they are utterly and entirely destitute, and cannot be 
refused admission ; but at Galway they are not only separated from the rest by 
being placed in the hospital, but also separated from tlie other hospital patients 
by being placed in a ward specially appropriated to this class of cases, having 
separate attendants, and having no communication with any other class of in- 
mates, healthy or sick. 

The passage following this, adverts to an alleged practice of allowing children 
having vermin and suffering from contagious disease to associate and mix up with 
the other children in the. schools. 

First, with regard to_ vermin, I can decidedly assert that the charge does not 
upply to the children in the schools of the Galway workhouse ; and secondly, 
■with respect to children affected with contagious disease beiner allowed into the- 
schools, I can state with equal truth, that in no instance has any such proceedino- 
been permitted in the Gal-way Union, unless children who have suffered from sore 
or scald head may be so considered, when they have been discharged from hospital 
in an improved state, and where they are still undergoing such a°course of treat- 
ment as the medical officer recommends. Instances of this kind have certainlw 
occurred, but the parties were carefully attended to and kept separate from the 

other 
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other children till they were well. Cases occasionally are brought under notice 
where children, recently admitted and but slightly affected, have succeeded in 
concealing the disease for a short time, but they have soon been discovered and 
removed to hospital, or to a separate ward. , , . . 

The next passage in the paragraph alludes to overcrowding of dormitories. As to overcrowding 
and, as regards the Galway workhouse, gives an exceedingly erroneous idea of 
workhouse management. It would seem to imply that the inmates of workhouses 
were divided, for purposes of dormitoryarrangement, into but three classes, namely, 
men, women’ and children. Now, leaving the sick altogether out of the question, 
we have at Galway the other inmates divided into nine classes, as follows ; viz.— 

Aged and infirm males. 

Aged and infirm females. 

Able-bodied males. 

Able-bodied females. 

Boys from 1.5 to 16 (agricultural class). 

Boys from 5 to 15. 

Girls from 5 to 15. 

Children from 2 to 5. 

Nurses, and infants under 2. 

Each of these classes has a separate dormitory and day rooms, and are, as far 
as practicable, placed in separate buildings. w ■ . . . i 

There is no overcrowding in the dormitories ; the beds are sufficient, not too close, 
and the coverinw abundant. No necessity exists for the strong exercising their 
tvrannv over the weak, and no complaint of this nature is ever made. 

The'next naraoraph in the extract relates to the provision of chamber utensils Prov..,on ot eiea- 
and night bnokefs in the dormitories, and of privy accommodal.on during the day ; 
in regard to which, I may shortly state that a full supply of every requisite article 
for the night is provided in the dormitories i &d the requisite arrangements for 
preventino- exposure, and for ensuring decency and cleanliness mthe yards attached 
to the day and work rooms, have been always in existence since 1 came to 

^’T'Kucceeding paragraph adverts to a practice which it would appear prevails Placing wo, tlirvo 

in ^tl wmkhL^ses, of p'uttingtwo, three, and sometimes four children suffermg 

from dysentery together in one bed— two with their heads at the head of the bed, 

and two with thei? heads at the foot. I pass over the former part of the paragraph 

which relates to the numbers, because if a workhouse be so unfortunate as to have 

many hundreds of children suffering from dysentery or chronic diarrhma, they 

must receive medical treatment ; and as to the number which I would place in a 

\vard, that would altogether depend on the size of the ward, which the writer haa 

°“od tome^occasions, when dysentery and other diseases have been very prevalent 
amono- children ; when hundreds were admitted every week, many ot them lit 
subiects for the hospital ; when increasing pressure on this department has shown 
the necessity for farther extension, and while the arrangements for this purpose 
were in progress, it has been necessary to put two and m some rare and extra- 
ordinary occasions three, sick children in one bed, for a short peiiod, not exceed- 
ing a few davs ; but in no instance have four been so placed, nor even Uiree, 
except while'further provision was being made for their accommodation There 
are various sized beds in the hospital ; a large sized bed m^ be occupied by two 
small children with as little inconvenience as a small bed by a grown man or 
woman ; when It became necessary to place two, ana in the fevv cases where it 
occurred, three children in one bed, the largest bed ticks and covering were 
selected for the purpose. I think it right to give this explanation of what has 
been the practice during periods of extra-ordinary pressure sneh “ that which 
e.xisted when the Rev. Mr. Osborne visited the Galway workhouse. I w-as absent 
from Galway on that day, and therefore did not go with him through the house , 
but I am informed he expressed much disapprobation at seeing m tte 

wards three or four beds, in each of which were three patients young childrmi 
some of them lying feet to feet in the manner before described. “e 

inquiries I subsequently made, I learned that this circumstance occurred m a w ard 
exclusively appropriated to children labouring under small-pox, which at tlrat 

2iS. D 
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time was very prevalent in and about Galway, and eases of which in a state of 
utter destitution were daily coming in. The medical officer had directed a ward 
in some measure separated from the rest of the hospital to this disease, and in this 
he placed all the cases of small-pox which came in or occurred in the house. 
There was a large number of patients suffering from other diseases in the hospital, 
and an additional ward for small-pox cases could not be spared. At the same 
time a shed capable of containing 80 or 100 patients was in course of preparation 
to relieve the pressure on the hospital. On the 8th of June the Board, on the 
recommendation of the medical officer, had ordered this shed to be fitted up for 
the purpose, and on the 21st of June it was finished and occupied. On the 18th 
of June the Rev. Mr. Osborne visited the workhouse, and matters were then in 
the state I have described — a large numbei' in hospital, which presented a 
crowded appeai’ance, and a shed nearly ready to relie%-e the pressure on that de- 
partment, capable of containing 80 or 100 patients. To return again to the small- 
pox ward, just at that time the number of patients labouring under this disease 
was greatest, and it was open to the medical officer to confine them to one ward, 
placing in some instances three children in one large bed in the manner described, 
or bring some of them into another ward among other patients, thereby incurring 
the danger of infecting the latter, and through them spreading the disease 
throughout the entire establishment. He knew that arrangements were in pro- 
gress with the committee of the Town Fever Hospital to appropriate a ward in 
that institution for small-pox cases, and he knew that even if the negotiations 
then pending with this object should fail, that the additional shed at the work- 
house would be ready for the relief of the hospital department in a few days, 
whei’e he could make use of another ward altogether for cases of small-pox. 
Under these circumstances, he adopted the former alternative, namely, that of 
confining the small-pox cases to one ward for a few days, even though some of 
the [laiients were obliged to lie in the manner mentioned, sooner than incur the 
risk of spreading the disease through the house. In thus acting, I think he 
exercised a sound discretion, and in the peculiarly difficult position in which the 
Union was then placed, from increasing destitution and diminishing resources, 
1 do not think any blame is attributable, on this head, either to the Guardians of 



the Union or the officers acting under them. 

I shall meet the statements contained in the next paragraph by a distinct and 
positive denial that the irregularities therein described, either at the period of 
the writer’s visit or since, have existed in the Galway workhouse. In no instance 
have the children of either sex been left unwashed for even two days together. 
They wash, or are washed, daily j and in summer the most of them bathe two or 
11 three times a week. In no instance, then or since, are they left in their own 
filthy rags. There are a few boys, three or four in number, incorrigible deserters, 
who have absconded from the workhouse two or three times, talcing with them 
on each occasion a full suit of the Union clothing, besides anything else they 
could take away. These they have disposed of, and in a short time again 
returned to the house and demanded admission, most probably for the purpose of 
repeating the same theft. The Guardians have ordered, that in their case no good 
or valuable articles of clothing should be supplied, but that they should wear the 
clothes they last brought in with them, or if those were insufficient, that they 
should get a worn Union suit, care being taken that their shirts were kept clean. 
In no other instance, then or since, have any of the inmates of the Galway 
workhouse, children or adults, worn their own clothing longer tban during their 
necessary stay in the probationary wards, except night-lodgers, who depart in the 
^ morning. A full denial of the succeeding statement, as to the crowding together 
of women, children and idiots in one apartment in their own clothes, is contained 
in what I have just mentioned, and what I have previously stated regarding the 
classification of the inmates of the Galway workhouse and auxiliaries. In no 
instance are the paupers allowed to sleep without their usual body linen. In no 
instance are the beds placed on an earthen, stone or brick floor. In no instance 



Soiled bed-clothes. soiled blankets issued, or allowed to remain in use, but each bed is supplied 
with a sheet, pair of blankets and a coverlet. 

Irregularities in the The next Succeeding paragraph, animadverting on irregularities in the mode of 
out serving out the paupers’ food, has been already answered in an early part of this 

communication. I may here again repeat, that the entire and every portion of 
the paragraph is totally inapplicable to the Galway workhouse. In no instance 
are the male inmates employed in serving out food, except in the case of the boys 



at 
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at Daiwan In no instance are sticks or whips allowed to be used by paupers 
or officer at any time or for any purpose. In no instance is there any disorder 
Smeal-bonrs, such as that described by the Rev. Mr. Osborne; and in no 
insSrce have I seen any want of humanity in the persons engaged in carrying 
out the Poor Law in Galway Union. ... . i 

I have now gone over the statements contained in the extract, one by one, with a 
view of ascertaining how far they apply to the Galway workhouse, which has neces- 
sarily extended this communication to a considerable, length. The only excuse I can 
offer^for this is my desire to meet the charges in detail, and from time to time to 
live such explanations of the difficulties and impediments which prevent or 
fmpede the carrying out of the Commissioners’ regulations m the workhouses m 
this country, and Ihieh have been altogether overlooked by persons who, like 
the writer of “ Gleanings in the IVest of Ireland, have little practical know- 
ledge of the management of these institutions. j ve &c 

(signed) Jno. Hall, 

Temporary Inspector. 



COPY REPORT of Mr. Lucas, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners, dated 15 November 1850. 

(No. 63,522/50.) . , „ 

I „avE the hononr to acknowledge the 
the 8th instant. No. 784 M./50, transmitting an extract from a 

half-nast five o’clock in the evening, and proceeded fortlimtli to tbe par^ 
wnrkLiise It beino- the day of admission of paupers, he had an opportunity of 

inspection of the parent workhouse was of the A . j„ 

glad the Commissioners have given me an opportunity "f ■ “ S’ , J’ ^ 

Opinion, Mr. Osborne’s remarks are not applicable m any l espect to the state ot 

Suam workhouse at the period of bis visit. The workhouse has a sta« of 
trustworthy, well-paid officers; the paupers are all supplied with Union c'otti 
and riel“lioen i Ld industry’, cleanliness and order has always been enforced rn 

* Thf stef were 'in two separate c.stablishments, altogether unconnected whh *e 

==■ ;:rr " ‘(.£"1 £ X”;™ - 

sick inmates, which the mortality returns sufficiently illustrat . 

'tnht “gTornffitahou. half-past eight o’clock I accompany 
Osboine to the girls’ scliool, »Wch is distinct from .he mmn 

TeSowed on rtiese children in education, and m every other respect, far exc^ds. 
'-.2-18. = “ 
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that which the majority of the rate-payers in the Union are in a position to give 
to their own children. The school is supplied with books and requisites from the 
National Board of Education. A paid porter is also in charge of the establish- 
ment. Mr. Osborne expressed himself much gratified by his inspection of this 
establishment, which he said w'as most creditable to the Guardians. 

The other building visited by Mr. Osborne is called “The Turbay Barrack,” 
and contained, to the beat of my recollection, adult women, and a class of infant 
school children. The women were in charge of a master and matron, and the 
children were taught the first rudiments of education by monitors and several, 
trustworthy pauper women, superintended by the schoolmistress of the main 
school. The woroen were employed in washing, making up clothes, and spinning 
and carding of wool. There is a large plot of ground at rear and in front of this- 
establishment, which makes it a most suitable auxiliary. I have very frequently 
been present at meal-times in thi.s and the other workhouses of the Union, and. 
I have always been pleased with the order and decorum observed by the several 
classes of inmates, grace being always said both before and after meals, and 
the rule of requiring the paupers to eat their food in the dining-hall strictly 
adhered to. 

I am unaware of the “ disgusting expedients ” alleged to be resorted to, to 
meet the common necessities of nature, but 1 can state that the various establish- 
ments of the Tuam Union are amply supplied with night utensils similar to those 
in use, I believe, in all the workhouses in Ireland. 

The visiting committee in this Union has been most scrupulous and attentive 
to its duties, as the weekly reports of that useful body will show; and the 
Guardians have been most attentive to the wants of every class of inmates, even 
to the providing of swings, skipping-ropes, foot-balls, &c., for the amusement of 
the children. 

Mr. Osborne did not visit the orphan establishment at Dunmore, which at that- 
period contained about 150 girls and 150 boys, in charge of a competent school- 
mi.stress and schoolmaster and a porter, and well supplied with everything neces- 
sary for such an establishment. 



COPY REPORT of Colonel Clarke to the Commissioners, dated 
17 November 1850. 

(No. 63,776/50, Ballinasloe Union.) 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant,. 
(No. 706. M/50), transmitting an extract from a book, entitled “ Gleanings in the • 
West of Ireland, by the Honourable and Rev. S. G. Osborne,” requesting my 
observations respecting the Ballinasloe Union, being one of those falling within 
the scope of the author’s animadversions. 

I am much indebted to you for the opportunity thus afforded me of vindicating 
myself from that portion of blame indirectly attributed to me by the honourable 
and reverend author of the work in question, for as he admits, that if the rules 
and regulations laid down by you were carried out, he should, on the whole, think., 
the in-door paupers in Ireland fairly dealt with ; and at the same time asserts 
that they are generally in the West of Ireland “ grossly neglected, cunningly 
evaded, or openly defied,” it necessarily follows that your inspectors must either 
be parties to these derelictions, or that you had formed a false estimate of their 
qualifications and intelligence in appointing them; and that a stranger on a. 
casual visit was able to discover more than those gentlemen by constant and 
unrerrjitting attention. 

The supposititious and interrogatory style assumed by the reverend author, is 
certainly the most prudent that could be adopted, as it admits of a safe retreat 
when met by a positive negative ; and when general charges are brought against 
the management of no less than 1 1 Unions, without specifying whether they apply 
in the total to each, or whether the total is made up from individual facts selected, 
from each, a vague indistinctness is given to the extract transmitted for my obser- 
■vations, which was probably studiously intended by the author, and which renders • 
it necessary for me to go into each point brougiit forward as if particularly applied 
to Ballinasloe. 

For 
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Eor the sake of perspicuity, and to avoid the inconvenience of referring to 
separate papers, 1 place each paragraph in juxtaposition with my observations. 

“ Suppose, reader, that you had a With respect to a sufficient staff, I 
population equal to that of an English find there are no less than 25 officers 
county town of some magnitude, shut employed in carrying out the discipline 
up within walls, you would, I presume, of the workhouse establisjnnent under 
at once admit, that to preserve order the control of a most efficient Board of 
amongst them, especially when they Guardians, presided over by a noble- 
were of the class I have described, you man of the highest order of intelligence, 
■would have a sufficient staff of trust- There is also a visiting committee for 
■worthy, -well-paid officers.” the workhouse generally, and another 

for the schools in particular, and it is 
rarely I have visited the workhouse 
without finding some members of those 
committees in the diligent discharge of 
their duties. 

As to the trustworthiness of the officers, I have found them generally superior 
to the average of their class in other Unions in Ireland with which I am 
acquainted, and fully equal to those I have met in other countries; while the 
salaries and allowances which they receive, taking into consideration the moderate 
prices of food and necessaries, put them upon a higher grade, in point of comfort, 
than those of the same class in England. 

“You would not place 700 or 800 This is not applicable to the Balli- 
women under the cave of one woman, at nasloe Union. The matron is a highly 
a low salary, with an unpaid assistant, intelligent,respectable woman, at a salary 
or two of the same sex, with the further of 40/. a year, with a weekly allowance 
aid of a low paid man, or a pauper un- of 14 lbs. of bread, 7 lbs. of meat, and 
paid, called a porter or wardsman, armed 7 pints of new milk, besides coals, 
with a stick or whip, to force, by force, candles, soap, a servant, and a corn- 
order at meals &c.” fortable furnished apartment, in which 

the reverend author himself might con- 
sider himself at his ease. I cannot think 
this a “ low salary and I know ladies 
of good family and station who would 
think themselves happy with such a 
competency. 

There are also two assistant matrons, at salaries of 12/. and 16/., with the same 
allowances as the matron, and I have not found it necessary or desirable to 
recommend an increase in the number of this class of officers. 

The reverend writer should have known that the offices of porter and wards- 
man are perfectly distinct ; that the office of the former is highly responsible, 
and that neither are employed to assist the matron in her peculiar dutie.s, or per- 
mitted to enter the female side of the workhouse. 

The master of the workhouse is present in the dining-hall at every meal ; and 
as often as I have been present I have never seen a stick or whip in his hands 
or those of his assistants, nor do I believe they were ever so armed. 

“You would not place 500 or 1,000 There are three female teachers, with 
boys or girls under some two or three, salaries at from 10 to 14 guineas per 
at the most, very young, very low paid annum, -with apartments, and the same 
young women or men, and call this allowances as the matron, 
education, when you have not given "With the boys (not so numerous) 
these instructors the commonest neces- there are two teachers, with salaries ot 
saries of a school, leaving to these 12 and 16 guineas, and the same allow- 
young men or women, with the aid, ances. There is also a master carpenter 
perhaps, of an adult pauper or two, the at 36/. lOi. ; master tailor and master 
whole management and supervision, by shoemaker, each at 24/., and a master 
day and by night, of these number of weaver at 12/., all employed in teaching 
children, sick or well.” hoys their respective trades. Now, 

taking into view the system of educa- 
tion pursued, and the regular attendance 
enforced, and drawing a comparison 

21 8 . b 3 ■with 
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\vith country schools unconnected with 
workhouses, I do think the teachers at 
Ballinasloe are better paid and work 
more satisfactorily than the teachers in 
those schools. 



I have never found any deficiency of school requisites, nor is it a fact that the 
teachers have charge of the sick children, as each morning all those complaining, 
or having the appearance of indisposition, are sent to the medical officer, who 
sends them to the infirmary, if necessary ; besides which, he visits the school- 
rooms daily, and makes a personal inspection of each individual child. 



“ You would not so regulate depart- 
ments of your walled-up community, 
that women with the most loathsome 
diseases should be herded with the rest, 
or, at best, only imperfectly separated.” 



“You would not allow children, eat 
up with vermin, and evidently affected 
with contagious disease, to mingle in 
the massed hundreds of your schools.” 



“You would not stow away by night 
your men, your women and your child- 
ren, each in three separate departments, 
so crammed on the mattresses on the 
dormitory floors, that when all are on 
the ground, those floors present thick 
masses of hot steaming life, all decency 
defied, the weak at the mercy of the 
tyranny of the strong, in the scramble 
for room to rest.” 



I ara at a los.s to understand what is 
meant by this paragraph. Is it, that 
shch women are kept in the same wards 
with the healthy inmates? or is it that 
each class of disease has not its separate 
ward in the infirmary? If the former, 
the reverend author must have been 
misinformed ; if the latter, I know of 
no workhouse infirmary affording suffi- 
cient space as to admit of complete clas- 
sification of diseases, as well as separa- 
tion of sexes. 

Children applying for relief are often 
eaten up with vermin, and affected with 
cutaneous disease; but when in the 
probationary ward, they have their hair 
closely cut, and they undergo a thorough 
ablution and medical inspection ; their 
ragged filthy garments are taken from 
them, and they are clothed in clean 
linen and a complete suit, and pro- 
nounced free from disease, before being 
permitted within the precincts of the 
workhouse, or to “ mingle in the massed 
hundreds in the schools.” 

The fearful picture so graphically 
drawn is a high flight of In inflated 
imagination, if applied to Ballinasloe. 
Every apartment in the workhouse and 
auxiliaries has been carefully measured, 
and the number of cubic feet calculated 
and apportioned in strict accordance 
with the recommendations of medical 
authority, every attention being paid to 
perfect and thorough ventilation. It 
appears by your authority, under seal, 
that there is dormitory room for 2,982 
paupers, while the greatest number of 
paupers has not reached within 150 of 
that figure; consequently, there could 
have been none of those fearful strug- 
gles which recall to mind the horrors of 
the black hole of Calcutta. 



I.a?i w there was also an insufficient supply of bedding bu 

tw r “"'“‘“'j; tte property of the Ballinasloe Union, I’fin. 

4 “O less than 2,691 bed-ticks, 2,159 rues 

4,697 blankets and 3,696 sheets, which would allow a complete set of beddini 
to^ejery individual pauper, taking the ordinary average .Mmber at any oS 



Knowing the common necessities of 
our nature, you, would not adopt insuf- 
ficient,*^ 



The expedients for meeting the com- 
mon necessities of nature during -the 
night 
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ficient, disgusting expedients to meet 
them at night; or, as is ‘ sometimes ’ the 
case, have no provision whatever for 
these necessities ; you would not by 
day leave the same necessities to seek 
relief under circumstances of publicity 
and scanty provision which outrage 
every sense of decorum or decency.” 

“ If you had many hundreds of child- 
ren suffering from chronic diarrhoea or 
dysentery, I presume you would not 
place them by 30, 40, 50 or 60 in a 
ward, two or three, or sometimes four, 
so placed in a narrow bed that two of 
them have their heads on the pillow, 
two their heads on the foot of the bed — 
this even when the disease is dysen- 
tery.” 

“ You would not leave many, very 
many hundred children utterly unwashed 
for weeks and weeks together; you 
would not leave them in filthy rags as 
well as unwashed.” 



“ You would not herd hundreds, 
more or less, of women, infants at the 
breast, children, with here and there an 
idiot, in wards, with no choice but to 
croucb down on the bare floor of the 
one small day-room, or on the bare 
ground of the one confined yard; keep- 
ing them for weeks in the dirt and filth 
in which they sought shelter, from your 
causing them to sleep at night naked, 
or in their rags ; their beds foul mat- 
tresses, thrown on a shed floor, with a 
foul blanket their only covering ; the 
hours of each night to be thus spent ; 
these people, of various ages, left each 
night to seek rest in this filth, this pro- 
miscuous, almost naked contact.” 

“When the meals were to be served, 
say, to a class of some hundreds of 
women, you would not have them served 
by men with sticks in their hands, to 
keep them, as men do pigs, from the 
trough till each is served in turn. Y ou 
would not suffer theperiodsof serving the 
meals to be such times of disorder, that 
when I told one official I had just seen 
the women being fed in one of his work- 
houses struck with sticks by men, his 
reply was, ‘ I am glad of it ; it is time 
something was done to keep order. 



2i8. 
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night are ample, and any one acquainted 
with the plan and construction of work- 
houses must know that the provisions 
for meeting these necessities during the 
day are disposed with as much regard 
to decorum and cleanliness asinanyother 
public buildings calculated for the re- 
ception of large numbers of persons. 

The custom of putting from 30 to 60 
children suffering from chronic dysen- 
tery in a ward, with sometimes four in 
a narrow bed, is not practised at Balli- 
nasloe ; nor have I ever seen more than 
two patients in the same bed under any 
disease, and those very young children. 



The children in the Ballinasloe work- 
house and auxiliary are regularly washed 
every morning, for which there is every 
facility; all are clad in the Union 
clothing, and I have rarely seen so 
many pauper children congregated to- 
gether having so cleanly and healthy 
an appearance ; and it is said that the 
reverend author on his last visit com- 
pared them to “ lambs in clover.” 

The number of women with infants 
at the breast appears, at the maximum, 
to have been 54 ; they are in a ward 
appropriated solely to them, which is 
provided with cradles for infants (who 
require to sleep during the day), forms 
and tables; there is a dorraitory_ for 
them, with ample space and sufficient 
bedding, and every mother and infant 
is dressed in the Union clothing from 
the moment of their admission. I need 
scarcely add, that idiots have no access 
to this ward. 



The system observed at meals in the 
Ballinasloe Union differs very widely 
from that described. The allowance of 
food for each individual of each class is 
placed on the tables appropriated to 
them, each mess separate and distinct. 
On the bell being rung, the paupers 
enter the dining-hall from the da;^- 
rooras or yards, and, after taking their 
places as directed, remain standing 
until grace has been said. When suffi- 
cient time has been allowed to eat then* 
food, grace is again said, and 
retire in the same order as they entered. 
I never saw the master or his assistant 
with sticks in their hands to keep the 
3 4 paupers 
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paupers as “ the men do pigs from the 
trough till each is served in turn,” nor 
do I believe the foul simile to be war- 
ranted by fact. I certainly am not the 
otficial alluded to by the reverend 
author, for I never knevr such an 
instance to have occurred. 

As I premised at the commencement of these observations, I know not what 
part of the extract transmitted to me was Intended to apply to Ballinasloe, but it 
appears that not one of the cases supposed, rather than asserted, is so appli- 
cable, 

It appears as though the reverend author had addressed himself to the preju- 
dices of the English public, who could only judge of his statements (supposing 
them to be correct) by a false standard of comparison. 

The circumstances, social relations and character of the people are so different 
in the two countries, that it is impossible to compare the workhouses in the one 
•with the workhouses in the other with any degree of justice. No English Union 
has ever known two-thirds of the entire population to be recipients of relief from 
poor-rates. No English Union has known from 3,000 to 4,000 applicants for relief 
■weekly, with from 100 to 150 admissions and discharges daily, for the purpose of inti- 
midation, and forcing the Guardians to adopt the system of general out-door relief. 
No English Union has known an avalanche of paupers rushing from the mountains 
nightly at nine or ten o’clock, and demanding admittance to the workhouse, 
merely to discharge themselves on the following morning, the late_ hour_ and 
absence of information rendering it impossible for the officials to discriminate 
between real and simulated cases ofdestitution ; and with famine, fever and death 
stalking hand in hand through the breadth of the land, it becomes necessary to 
admit all, fearing the rejection of even one might cause a verdict of manslaughter 
to be recorded against them. 

All these, and many other difficulties too numerous to detail, I have known and 
seen, and can it then be expected that the workhouses of the Unions where they 
have taken place could be in the same state of perfection as those in England. I 
do fearlessly assert that, taking all these things into consideration, it is a matter 
for surprise that workhouses in the West of Ireland are in so good a state as they 
actually are. 

The standard of comparison in judging of the degree of personal comfort in 
workhouses, is the state in which the class of persons generally applying for 
relief existed previous to their admission. Had the reverend author taken up his 
abode with me (when not officially employed) in the remote far west during an 
entire winter, and devoted his time to visiting the wretched cabins of the poor, 
and pourtrayed with his graphic pen their actual state as a prelude to his caustic 
observations, it would be at once admitted that Irish workhouses, with all their 
imperfections, afford a desirable change from the squalid misery which charac- 
terises the cottier class in the West of Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William A . Clarhe. 



COPY REPORT from Captain Hamilton, Temporary Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners, dated 18 November 1850. 

(No. 64,oi4i50, Ballina Union.) 

T BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, No. 784, 
M./50, transmitting to me an extract from a book, entitled “ Gleanings in the 
West of Ireland, by the Honourable and Reverend S. G. Osborne.” 

I do not think that Mr. Osborne intended to hold up Ballina Union to the public 
as a grossly mismanaged Union ; but still, as he has not excepted it, and his 
statements are applied, as I conceive, generally to the Unions in the West of 
Ireland, I shall take the opportunity which the Commissioners have given to 
me, of noticing the statements in question. 

J regret that circumstances have prevented my doing so earlier. 

I have no hesitation in asserting “ that the Rules and Regulations of the Poor 
Law Commissioners’’ have not been “grossly neglected, cunningly evaded, or 

openly 
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openly defied," in the Ballina Union ; neither have they been treated “with open 

'“tK'L been no instance of “ 700 or 800 women being placed under the 
care oT om woman, at a low salary, with an unpaid ^sistant or two of the same 
<5Px •” neither has there been any instance of ” a low-paid man, or a pauper 
unpaid, called a porter or wardsman, being armed with a stick or whip, to force, 

^^“*Five Imnied or one thousand boys or girls” have not at any time “ been 
olaced under some two or three, at the most, very young very ow-paid young 
women or men to watch over these numbers by day and by night, sick or well . 
the fact is that in the building occupied by the school children in the Ballma 
Union the staff was, at the period of Mr. Osborne s visit, and is at present, 

an assistant master, a schoolmaster, an assistant schoolmaster a schoolmistress, 
an assSant schoolmistress, a head nurse, and an unpaid gatekeeper who was, 

^ooi lttr nearly 20 yUrs in the Rifle Brigade, and whom I have every 

Vomm”with loathsome diseases have” never “ been herded up with 

others the fact is, that there have been altogether 20 such cases duiing the last 
threTvears durinn which period upwards of 27,000 persons have been rel.e™d 
in the^vorkhouse ; and these cases have invariably been separated from the other 

■““ThMrefeaten up with vermin, or affected with contagious disease, have" 
nnt “ been nermitted to mingle in the massed hundreds in the schools. 

I do not deny that on some few occasions in 1S47, 1848, and the 

1849 the Ballina workhouses were overcrowded ; on such occasions, m addilmii 
to cailinw the attention of the Commissioners to the subject, and pointing out 
fuch remedS L I considered necessary, I did all in my power on the spot to 
SsistTn remedying the evil, which I believe to have been, with hardly an exeep- 
caused by cifoumstances over which no humanbeing had any »ntrol. On 
this snbiect, Mr. Osborne himself states m his first senes of letters, 

“ With revard to the workhouses generally, I can say of them as I said at 
BalliLloe, tiieir cleanliness and order, under all the circumstances, are most 
• vetisTT Tt i<5 true I saw in some of them much to reprobate in the 

crowding of the . b hospitals were in 

unavoidable, and . 

course of ' crowded, and many of them, from their state of 

repair an'rjonstruction, are utterly unfit for the purpose ; but here, too, the pres- 
^ f tito mnment has forccd the authorities to shifts, however deplorable, stdl 
T" 1 nd ToTav to a very vreat degree, unavoidable." In making this quota- 
LTi ^isl^o reLrk, that a1 regards the Ballina Union, the sick have at all 
t mes been token most excellent care of since I have been charge of the 
tunes been taken infirmary ; the medical officer has 

been"most attentive and kind to his patients; the auxiliary houses have been, 
Without exception, well adapted for the purposes aud no expense was spared m 

■ 'de“eT'and flie^Stre'^-Ttr^anL rnwyTSyln^y of thrsming in the 
defied, and t|.c paupers go to bed “ naked, 

scramble for room ■ however that it is the custom of the peasantry in 

LiTa. “f MaS to stri^hemselves completely at night. Due provision has 

this part 01 rreianu p common necessities of nature, 

always been made to n^^^ have not been driven "to outrage every 

Lte''^diotm”fcieaSe™ but I am not prepared to say that they have 

patientsc^ Thl' patieits ia the Ballina infirmaries have never been placed two at 
the head, and two at the nr.i “been left utterly unwashed 

for'l&rersCw? «dt^n^,llna Union worLouses are 

washed every day. , -u j a « 

•' The mattresses are” not “ thrown on a shed floor. ^ 

2i8. 
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“ A foul blanket” is not “ the only covering.” One of the questions I invariably 
ask the children is, whether they have sufficient covering at night? 

The meals have never, as far as 1 am aware of or can ascertain, been “ served 
by men with sticks in their hands to keep the paupers as pigs from the trough.” 
Any pauper convicted of striking another would be punished. 

In June 1849, Mr. Osborne visited Ballina Union workhouses, and shortly 
afterwards a letter appeared in the “ Times ” newspaper, bearing- his initials, from 
which the following is an extract: — 

“ At Ballina, a Union in which I was told I should find the greatest amount of 
misery, I was delighted at the appearance of the paupers throughout ail the 
establishments, with the exception alone of some fever-sheds, in which the heat 
was almost insupportable, in my opinion the ventilation imperfect, and certainly 
tlie details less cleanly than they should be ; but it is fair to say that these sheds 
are not under the Vice-Guardians’ immediate jurisdiction, and are merely tempo- 
rary affairs. The physical appearance of the children — there were 1,01 8 boys and 
905 girls — was far better than that of any I have seen ; I attribute this in some degree 
to ii)e healthy situation of the house ; again, to the excellent sanitary regulations 
which pervade it— no amount of water'is spared on person or thing; again, the 
medical officer, in my opinion most wisely argues, that it is wise, as well a.s in 
the end economical, to aim by improved diet to preserve health in the halls, 
rather than wait till the children fall from the halls on the sick list ; his plan 
seems to be judiciously to attack debility while it is debility, instead of waiting 
till it has become disease.” Now, these same sanitary regulations pervaded the 
estaidishments on the occasion of Mr. Osborne’s last visit : there was the same 
supply of water; there was the same medical officer; the workhouse accommo- 
dation was more extensive, being, in June 1849, for 3,700 persons, at which period 
there were 3,75.5 inmates in the several establishments, with a staff of 17 officers ; 
whereas in June 1850 there was workhouse accommodation for 4,380, occupied 
by 3,797 inmates, under a staff of 20 officers. 

In June 1849, Mr. Osborne, in a letter to the editor of the "Times,” writes, “ I 

do not believe one of these Unions is at this moment solvent ; in very few of them 
has the pressure diminished ; I have no hesitation in saying, the struggle now 
going on is a fruitless one : to attempt to check, to arrest such a state of things 
as now pervades these Unions by any mere form of charity, legalised or voluntary, 
is as if David had gone against Goliath with a rotten string to his sling, and no 
better missile than a ball of softened clay.” I have merely quoted this paragraph 
in order to show, that severe as have been the trials through which the Ballina 
Union has passed, and many as have been the drawbacks which have ensued 
therefrom (and for which I think that some allowance ought reasonably to be 
made), matters are not, after all, so bad as Mr. Osborne anticipated. The state of 
tbe Ballina Union workhouses in September 1849 (at which period no sales of 
the workhouse effects had taken place) is thus, as it appears to me, truly described 
by Mr. Duncan, whose connexion with the Union had then ceased : " The clean- 
liness and sanitary state of the workhouse and auxiliaries, their suitability for the 
purposes ; the order, discipline and industrial occupation of the inmates, and tbe 
general efficiency of the establishment as regards the staff of officers and every 
portion of the machinery, render that department of the Union very satisfactory. 
The capabilities of the machinery and staff have been well tried during the past 
eight months, within which period, 7,064 persons were received into the work- 
house-saving an amount of human life that cannot be lightly e.stimated. As 
evidence of the industrial occupation of the inmates, I may state that their produc- 
tions of last month arnount in value to 1304” I believe, as I have already stated, 
that the above is a faithful account, given by a very competent and intellifrent 
officer, of the state to which, notwithstanding every possible difficulty, except°the 
tfiects of law, the Balliua Union workhouses have been brought. A few weeks 
subsequently the apparently hopeless struggles with execution” sale.s commenced. 
I believe I have not altogether failed in conveying to the Commissioners some 
idea of the embarrassments which ensued, and tlirough which I have had to wade, 
.subject to all sorts of misrepresentation and annoyance ; suffice it to say, that if the 
Ballina Union had had the best Board of Guardians that ever was collected, cir- 
cumstanced as tbe Union was, I do not think more could have been done ; I 
believe that the efforts to prevent suffering were, to au almost unlooked-for extent, 
effectual. I do not deny, nor have I ever denied, that owing to these sales, and 
the severity of the best paid creditor in the Union, viz., Mr. G. J. Malley, the 

poor 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ENTITLED “ GLEANINGS IN THE WEST OF lEELAND." 19 

noor in the Ballina Union were subjected to trials and suffering which those in 
Swineford and other Unions were not. I do not deny that the schools fell off for 
a time ■ it could hardly be expected otherwise, considering that all the school 
requisites were in Mr. G. J. Malley’s possession jfor a considerable period. 
The school inspector, like myself, made every allouance for the lemporai-y falling 
off and he has for some months past expressed his general satisfaction at the state 
of ’the schools. To show that Mr. Osborne had a different opinion of the schools 
in many Unions in 1849, I need not perhaps go further than quote an extract 
from a letter which he wrote to the editor of the “Times ” at that period,—' I was 
glad to see in several of these Unions the pains taken in the education of the 
children ; the schools atTuam and Ballina, the latter especially, would have done 
no discredit to the best of our English establishments," 

As I stated in a former report, now that the debts of the Union have been so 
ereatlv liquidated, and that sales of the workhouse effects and children s clothing 
are 1 trust, for ever at an end, I have very little doubt that the Ballina Union 
wil’l soon again take its place in the front rank of similar establishments. 

I most distinctly deny that, even in the most trying periods, the general ad- 
ministration of thb Poor Law in Ballina Union fell off to anything like ‘he extent 
which Mr. Osborne’s description of the Western Unions m genera., would lead 

TnTnclus'ion ?may add, that all the statements which I have made, I am 
nrepared to prove, by abandant and trustworthy evidence. I have abstained for 
obvious reasons from examining any witnesses. Nothing, however, would give 
me greater pleasure than a searching inquiry into the administration of the Fooi 
Laws in the Ballina Union during the three years that I have been connected 
■with it if, after the perusal of the foregoing remarks, together -with former 
explanations and observations on other statements of Mr. Osborne s, there should 
remain any impression on the minds of the Commissioners as to their rules and 
regulations having been “ grossly neglected,^ cunningly evaded, openly defied, or 
treated -with contempt in the Ballina Union,” 



COPY of REPORT of Richard Bourice, Esq., Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners, dated 19 December 1850. 

(No. 69,887/50,) 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ultimo, forwarding 
to me certain extracts from a book, entitled “Gleanings from the West of Ire- 
land, by the Honourable and Reverend S. G. Osborne, with a view to affording 
me an opportunity of making any observations X might desire respecting the cir- 
cumslanci of such of the Unions visited by Mr. Osborne as are under my 
charge, and respecting the state of the workhouses within them at the period ot 

I^availing myself of this opportunity, which from various carises I have been 
unable sooner to do, I find I shall be led into considerable detail in consequence 
of the veneral language used in these extracts. By the concluding words, 

“ many of such ways are common to very many Unions, the writer would seem 
to guard himself against being understood as saying, that the practices he specifies 
universally prevail ; but as he has not connected any Union m particular with 
anv one or Lre of these practices, it becomes necessary to consider how far they 
mav refer generally to all the Unions in my district, and how far to any one m 
par'ticular; and for the purposes of the latter inquiry, it will be requmite for me 
to refer hack to such parts of Mr. Osborne’s book as profess to give the results of 
his visits to each Union separately. But as you have already received reports 
from the temoorarv inspectors as to several of them, I shall m this branch of the 
fnquiry confoe m^self'^chiefl^ to the Unions of Gort and Clifden, of which the 
temporary inspectors are no longer connected with the Commission, 

The first statement which I shall notice is, that generally m the West of Ire- 
land the Commissioners’ orders are “grossly neglected cunmugly evaded, o 
openly defied.’’ If these words have any meaning at ™ 

violations of your orders, wilful and, premeditated, on the part of Boards of 
Guardians are of ffcneral occurrence. • _ 

I am compelled to give this assertion a plain denial ; I cannot charge my memory 
with any instance to which it can with truth be applied. ^ 

218, ^ ^ 
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I do not deny that at certain times, under pecirliar circumstances, and for limited 
periods, there have existed in very many (perhaps in most) of the workhouses 
in this district irregularities, contrary to the terms of your orders. But I main- 
tain that these irregularities have been exceptional ; that they have for the most 
part resulted from sudden emergencies, which were not in all cases to be foreseen ; 
that whenever they have occurred, I have found Boards of Guardians anxious, by 
all means in their pbw'er, to correct them, even though not specially moved to do 
so by the representations of Inspectors, or by your Board ; and that these defects 
have in general been remedied in a reasonable time after their occurrence, con- 
sidering the difficulties with which Guardians in these districts have had to 
contend. 

The violation of your orders, chiefly dwelt upon by Mr. Osborne, and which 
enters more or less into all the statements which I shall have occasion to examine 
separately, as I proceed, are, — alleged crowding of workhouses, and deficiency in 
the supply of clothing. 

Upon these I would remark, as to the workhouses generally in my district, 
that during bv far the largest portion of the year they are by no means over- 
crowded, often indeed not full, and that the inmates are all fairly and sufficiently 
clad ; and that the only periods during the past year in which they have con- 
tained a larger number than was limited by your orders, or calculated in the 
estimate, occurred at intervals during the summer months, when an unexpected 
influx of poor persons happened to take place, and the Guardians admitted them, 
whilst additional houses were preparing : that such excess of number, during the. 
short time that it continued, was carefully watched by the medical officers, and 
not allowed to reach a dangerous amount; and that on such occasions I found 
Guardians generally desirous of correcting it as quickly and eflectuallj'^ as possible. 

The same sudden and unexpected pressure which crowded the house, some- 
times exhausted the stock of clothing, and some delay at times took place in 
renewing the .supply, which was effected in the several Unions with more or less 
rapidity according to their distance from large and well-supplied towns, the means 
immediately available for the occasion, and the greater or less degree of energy 
possessed by the officers of the workhouse. 

In the case of the Goit Union, which is much dwelt upon by Mr. Osborne, 
the facts are these : on the week ending 13th April 1850, the numbers in the 
workhouse were 2,381, being less than the accommodation reserved. On the 
11th May they had increased to 2,838, being au addition of 457 in four weeks; 
and on the 16th June, wlien Mr. Osborne visited the workhouse, they had risen to 
3,388, being an increase during a similar interval of 550. Thus in a period of 
eight weeks about 1,000 persons were admitted to the workhouse. It is not 
surprising that the Guardians .should have found themselves, under such circum- 
stances, pressed for room and clothing. On the 14th May I visited the Union, 
and finding that the funds at the Guardians’ command were insufficient to provide 
rapidly and effectually for the sudden demand made upon them, I reported the 
facts to you, ami on the 19th received a reply, informing me that 500/. had been 
applied for to the Lords of the Treasury to provide bedding and clothing, and assist 
in extending the accommodation. If Mr. Osborne had given himself the trouble 
of inquiring into the real state of affains in this Union at the time of his visit, he 
would have found that two or three auxiliary houses were on the eve of being 
ready for occupation ; that a large supply of clothing was actually in store, and 
that active steps had been taken to remedy the defects which an unusual state of 
circumstances had produced. The numbers in this vvorkhouse increased up to 
the 13th July, when they reached their tnaximuni ; and on the lOth August they 
had fallen to their ordinary level, and have continued to decrease to the present 
period. The slate of things existing at the time of Mr. Osborne’s visit (though 
very different in my opinion from what his statements depict) was therefore clearly 
exceptional, and (as will appear further on) was altogether corrected within a 
few weeks of that visit. 

In Clifden the number of inmates had reached its maximum for the year, 
2.530, when Mr. Osborne visited it; having increased 400 during the previous 
eio-ht weeks, and thenceforward fallen until the present period, when it is down 
to about 1,300. The main workhouse of this Union was not, in my opinion, 
seriously overcrowded when Mr. Osborne visited it, nor at any other time. To 
be sure it contained a larger number than it was originally designed for ; but then 
it must be remembered, that the ventilation had been much improved ; that con- 
siderable 
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Mierable alterations and additions had been made to the house, which (though 
« 1 nf kv \fr Osbovne^ iustified in my opinion the numbei it 

h:irt''erspUal tad! „t lat:lyteen added toVtl- erection of a fever 
ward for 30 beds (which I believe to have been completed at the time) 

tf i“: wS It” tot ^—d 

lTatetrtttiXlTa!:tdts^^^ 

relief to the poor who in such large numbers apphed for the Gnat tans had 
a few davs brfore Mr Osborne’s visit taken this building, winch had Dcen oiiiy 

dressed, and though the apartments were very smal , 

pation as a workhouse, I can only say that the whole d d P' it 
Lee described by Mr. Osborne. The house has been at its occta- 

was only taken ai a temporary escape from a pressing 

wliiel, they were required, and only procured a suflicieney fof Lpto ct“ 

bL litad^. 

master’s reason for not having him clothed , vi . TT„;„n clothes and was 

been discharged from gaol had been confined tor L“'?”Lthe’was first 

a notorious offender in this respect, who could not te dothed 
placed in a position of greater security than the men s yard in the Uildeu worK 

with persons of experience. accommodated, the working paid 

In main workhouses, when aU ctoe-^ ^_a master ; an assistant master ; a 
staff in my Unions may be said •“ chaplains ; a matron ; an assistant 

physician ; an apothecary yL’d sometimes two) ; a wardsman (d'«'’. 

matron ; a wardsmaid (occasionally, . schoolmaster ; a schoolmistress ; 

ditto); a porter; a .®f“°*““^“Lrmary nurse ; an assistant nurse (frequently); 
an assistant schoolmistress , an foccasionallv) ; a steward or labour 

a fever hospital nur.se; an agriculturist (occasionally;, master; 

218. 
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master; a tailor; a baker; a shoemaker; a superintendent of industrial depart- 
ment (sometimes) ; an infant teacher (ditto). In addition to which, the best- 
conducted of the paupers are emplo5'ed in various responsible duties about the 
house, for which those in attendance on the sick receive extra rations of bread 
tea and sugar, and sometimes meat. ’ 

_ "When the peculiar adaptation of these buildings for the separate accommoda- 
tion of the various classes is considered, I do not apprehend that, to competent 
judges, this staff; which, though sometimes varied, may be taken as that generally 
in use in this district, will be considered insufficient. 

The Guardians in the.se Unions have generally contrived to appropriate each 
auxiliary building to one single class of inmates. But the only ones visited by 
Mr. Osborne in which he could have seen 700 or 800 women were at Galway or 
Westport. In the former there was but one assistant matron ; but in my frequent 
inspections T have always found it in a quiet and orderly condition, and^ the 
women, generally speaking, employed ; and I consider that the simple con- 
struction of the building in question enabled the staff to exercise due superin- 
tendence. 

_ In Westport, where the buildings were of a more straggling kind, the Guar- 
dians had a larger staff. There is generally a porter employed at their auxiliaries 
in addition to the one at the main house ; but if he is seen at any time with a 
stick in his hand, it is most likely used, not to keep order at meals, which does 
not form part of his duty, but to keep the gate, and prevent the access of unau- 
thorized persons to the house. It is scarcely necessary to observe, that in the 
control of a large number of persons, such as are found in these auxiliaries, 
more is to be effected by the moral influence of one efficient officer, than by the 
multiplication of officers of less influence, even though highly paid ; and that 
though it is a melancholy truth that very many inmates of these workhouses are 
disposed to be unruly and troublesome, yet it is not to be imagined that ail the 
poor who have been reduced to take refuge in workhouses require to be 
watched and disciplined like criminals. 

_ The next paragraph is as follows : “ You would not place 500 or 1,000 boys or 
girls under some two or three, at the most, very young, very low-paid young women 
or men, and call this education, when you have not even given these instructors 
the commonest necessaries of a school, leaving to these young men or women 
with the aid, perhaps, of an adult pauper or two, the whole manao-einent and 
supervision, by day and by night, of these numbers of children, sick or well.” 

As to the singular objection here brought against the school teachers that 
they are young and underpaid, I shall merely remark, that Boards of Guardians 
m Ireland generally select the teachers of their schools from the character thev 
enjoy, and the amount of information they possess, rather than from their years^ 
and that tlm amount of salary given is sufficient to secure the services of efficient 
persons. The fact of their being generally young is easily explained The 
schools in this district are all under the National Board of Education, and a nre- 
ierence is generally given to such teachers as have been brought up in one of the 
schools under this Board, or trained in their model school. The system has not 
been sufficiently long in operation to furnish qualified teachers of advanced as-e 
who have been bright up in the National Schools, and the masters trained in the 
Model School m Dublin are (compared to the demand for them) very few in 
number. The teachers, both male and female, are therefore for the most nart 
young. But m every Union in my district (except Belmullet, where there is at nre- 
sent no schoolmaster, and m Clifden, where the only teacher of advanced a^e in mv 
district IS under suspension for misconduct), I can state, without the least fear of 
contradiction, that the teachers of both male and female schools are competent 
persons, far more so than m the generality of National Schools; that the literarv 
education they impart is not merely nominal, as Mr. Osborne insinuates, but, on 
the contrary, that when the pupils have continued sufficiently long in the school 
to give the teachers a fair trial, they have made considerable progress, and given 
evidence of the care and attention they have received. ^ ^ ven 

•V T of this, and of the branches of learning cultivated at the schools 

K be uninteresting to annex copies of the last reports furnished 

^ Inspectors of National Schools, in reference to the teaching in the work- 
house schools, together with a specimen sheet of their report book, which will 
snow tue course of education which is required to be pursued. 

1 he schools of these Unions are all supplied with books and necessaries from 

the 
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the National Board in Dublin. I have never found Guardians unwilling to 
nrocure them; and, considering the wear and tear inevitable in large schools of 
vouoo- children, I consider the schools in general are fairly supplied. 

’ wTtli respect to the supervision of the children “ by day and by night, I can 
only say that when the schools are held in the workhouses, it is a part of the 
matron’s duty to look after this, and I believe it is well performed. But at the 
time Jlr. Osborne visited this district, most of the schools were held at auxiliaiy 
houses and the staff in them was not confined to the teacher. with the aid 
perhaps, of an adult pauper or two;” on the contrary, the staff at the several 
auxiliaries was something as follo«s-(I give it from memory, but I think I shall 
be found correct) •. — 

Gout Femal* School.— A teacher, an assistant teacher, a matron, with a 
sufBclent number of respectable pauper attendants. 

■ Galwav Male Sciiool.-A teacher, aii assistant teacher, an agriculturist, a 

matron, and the usual pauper attendants. , . , a * 

jv B ^The Guardians advertised for a third officer, as a master to have 

general'superintendence, but could not obtain an eligible person. 

Galwav Female School.— A teacher, an assistant teacher, a matron, and 
the usual pauper attendants. 

Clifdsn Male School.— A teacher, an assistant master, a nurse, and the 
usual attendants. 

Clifuem Fexiale ScHOOL.-Teacher, assistant matron, and assistant master ; 
but this auxiliary contained adult women as well as girls. 

Westpokt Female Schools (2).-Teacher. assistant teacher, and usual 

pauper ^^J^wiieu the male and female schools were held in the same building, 
there was a matron also. 

Castlebar Female School.-A teacher, matron, and the usual pauper 
attendants. 

Rat TINA ilALE AUD Female SCHOOLS.— Assistant master, male teacher 
assistant teacher, female teacher, assistant teacher, head nurse, and the nsua 
pauper attendants. 

Tuam Male School. -Teacher, assistant teacher, porter, and the usual 
pauper attendants. 

Tuam FE.MALE ScHOOL.-Teacher. assistant teacher, porter, and the usual 
attendants. 

Second Tuam Female School fat Dunmore).-Teacher and matron, with 
the usual pauper attendants. 

The Ballinrobe, Swineford and Loughrea workhouses were ’ 

hat at Ballinrobe the Guardians had also a training mistress to teach the girls 

™Wkh'ie™rd toTick children, the general rule is, that whenever a child shows 
Ijefor^iucorrect. as far as these Unions are concerned, to say that the children 

“‘\nd rer?rm4’ tVcoVveSm^^^ ‘J^^dentW 

Ana nere u u j rlnldren eaten up with vermin, and evidently 

“'Itan only say ^ revt^etTn^Sgs^i t"aHudr‘to1’noT do 
any others m this d^mcb ha 1 ^ inspected 

ffifSok 4 Tch Mr. Osborne hastily visited, and I do not remember an instance 
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in -which I have ever seen a child " eaten up with vermin,” or anything approach- 
ing it, mixing with the body of children ; on the contrary, I maintain that the 
school children in this district are carefully attended to, especially as regards 
cleanliness. 

Indeed, I think Mr. Osborne's own evidence, to which I shall shortly refer, 
removes all doubt upon this point. (See Appendix B.) I presume he alludes to 
scald head” when he speaks of contagious disease ; and I think I am quite 
safe in saying (with reference to these Unions) that children in such a stage of 
that disease as is contagious are not admitted into the schools. But it is well 
known that its effects remain long visible on children’s heads, and that there are 
frequent instances in all the schools of such cases ; but I apprehend that in such 
a stage of the disease there is no danger of contagion. Of course it is just 
possible that Mr. Osborne may have detected a case or two in which the disease 
was in a contagious stage, but such instances are certainly rare. 

In Gort and Clifden Unions, Mr. Osborne did not visit the schools; but he 
observes in his book on the appearance of certain children whom he saw in the 
main workhouses of both these Unions, and leads his readers to believe that these 
were schools. 1 understand that the children Mr. Osborne saw in Clifden were 
those lately discharged from hospital, and children in a debilitated and emaciated 
state on their admission, who were left there to be immediately under the doctor’s 
eye ; and it is not wonderful that these children should have presented a delicate 
appearance. Those who were not clothed in Union dresses were, as I understand, 
late admissions; and as to the clothing of the remainder, I have already alluded 
to it when previously considering this part of the subject. Mr. Osborne states 
that he saw a child in this ward in small-pox ; but I understand he was deceived, 
in this respect, as the complaint turned out to be a mild form of chicken-pock, 
and the child at the time of Mr. Osborne’s visit had been seen by the medical 
officer, and was retained in the ward by his express desire. It is the practice of 
all medical officers in this district to vaccinate all cases requiring it as soon after 
admi.<sion as practicable ; but it is, I presume, know’n to Mr. Osborne, as to many 
others, that the operation cannot be safely performed on delicate subjects; and 
many of the little children that enter these workhouses are in far too reduced a. 
condition at first to bear it. 

The next assertion is, that women w’iih the most loathsome diseases are herded 
with the rest, or only imperfectly separated. 

Upon this I have to remark, that in most (I believe all) of the infirmaries in 
this district, the medical officers make the best arrangements that circumstances 
permit to keep women under treatment for venereal complaints apart from other 
patients ; and though these arrangements fall short of complete separation, they 
have (when I have noticed them) seemed to me such as to guard virtuous females 
who were under medical treatment from witnessing w'liat might shock or demo- 
rdize them. With respect to the separation of healthy females from those of 
dissolute or doubtful character, the subject is one of difficulty in many respects, 
when practically viewed ; and all I can say is, that in Galway Union, where from 
the vicinity of a large to-wn the evil has been more serious than elsewhere, the 
Guardians have attempted to correct it by the establishment of a separate ward, 
but have not as yet been able fully to carry out their intentions. In the mean- 
time, 1 believe that the masters and matrons do all in their power to prevent any 
demoralizing communication from taking place between this class and the virtuous, 
females. 

The next statement (if so it may be called) is in the following words : — 

“ You would not stow away your men, your women and your children, each in- 
three separate departments, so crammed on the mattresses on the dormitory floors, 
that when all are on the ground, those floors present thick masses of hot stearain<r 
life, all delicacy defied, the weak at the mercy of the tyranny of the strong, in 
the scramble for room to rest.” ° 

The natural inference from this passage is, that the inmates of workhou.ses are 
arranged at night in three classes only ; it may therefore be necessary to state the • 
various classes of healthy inmates of workhouses which are provided with. 
separate dormitories. 

1. Males, aged and infirm, 

2. Females, aged and infirm. 

3. Males, able-bodied. 

4. Femmes,--, 
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4. Females, able-bodied. 

5. Nurses, and infants at the breast. 

G. School-boys. 

7. School-girls. 

8. Children between two and five years of age. 

Amongst the able-bodied males and females, a subdivision is vey generally 
carried out, by placing, as far as practicable, married women and single women in 

'^‘'A'fmto'lubdivision is also often made amongst tbe school children into the 
classes between 16 and 9 years of age, and those between nine pd five Iheir 
diet is different, and the arrangement into dormitories at night frequently corre- 
soonds with the diet classification ; the number of inmates is in proportion to the 
number of beds it contains. -Usually but two adults sleep in one bed ; but at 

crowded periods there are occasionally three. 

The masters and matrons in the various workhouses m this district mfoim me, 
that they are in the habit of going throngh the several dormitones at night after 
the inmates have retired to rest, as directed by your regulations; and it tins is 
done which t have no reason whatever for doubting, it seems to me quite 
impossible that a scramble for room should exist, as stated by -Mr. Osborne, or 
that the tyranny of the strong over the weak, if it have any existence whatever m 

fact, should ffo ’uncorrected. ^ ^ 

Wiih respect to the arrangements made by the Guardians m this district tor 
raeeline the common necessities of nature by night and by day among the inmates 
of the workhouses. I am aware that the dormitories are provided with common 
utensils or night buckets (and, I believe, in suffiaent 

the inmates. And as to the anangements by day, I do not think that they 
“ outratre every sense of decorum and cleanliness; though, perhaps to ^-ery 
fastidious persons, a greater degree of seclusion and privacy might seem desirable. 
The fact is, that it is by no means easy to provide these arrangements m a very- 
delicate manner, when large numbers have to be accommodated ; and, moreover, 
the class of persons with whom Guardians have to deal, are the very persons 
among whom such refinement would be least appreciated and most abused. The 
DOor m the West of Ireland are totally unacquainted with the ordinary con- 
veniences of civilized life ; and the greatest impediment to decorum and clean- 
liness in these noatters arises from their own habits. _ _ J'. 

I next come to tbe statement regarding the children in chronic diarrhma or 
dysentery, who are said to be 30, 40, 50 or 60 m a ward; two, three and four 
sLetimes in tbe same bed. It is not to ’be denied Aat the numbers in the work- 
house infirmaries is very large ; it is a melancholy fed, but one which can create 
no surprise, when the sufferings of the poor before they enter the workhouse are 
considered. But notwithstanding anything Mr. Osborne may say to the contrary, 
I affirm that the general arrangements of every infirmary and hospital (without a 
single exceptionf in the workhouses of this district, are satisfactory as regards 
cleanliness, ventilation, medical and general attendance and diet Crowded they 
unfortunately are, but too frequently ; and I think I have seen three, and in very 
rare instances, four sick children in one bed. But such instances are nncommon ; 
and if rendered unavoidable by the emergency of the moment, are, I firmly 

believe, of no long duration. 

I must remark, that of all departments of a workhouse, I should least have 
expected complaints of the infirmary. The general arrangements in them, and 
the care and skill of the medical officers in attendance, have been on various 
occasions commented on in a favourable manner by many very competent judges. 

With reference to the next statement, I have to observe, that I have not seen 
or heard in any Union in this district, of “ very many hundred children 
utterly unwashed for weeks and weeks together and “ not only unwashed, but 
in “filthy rags.” I do not find that any facts upon which this conclusion can 
stand are narrated as having been seen in Unions in my district ; and I “ 
conclude that it does not apply to them. As soon after their admission as cMta 
can be clothed, the practice is to admit them to the 
child is seen in its own clothing, it generally turns 

deserter, and the officers are afraid of trusting lim with Union f 'J 
so happens that clothing for the children is deficient, and that delay must ocom 
2lS. D 
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in clothing them, all those in their own clothes have to be kept apart from the 
main body ; but I have no reason to think that in such cases they are not 
■washed. 

The next passage in the extract to which I shall advert, is as follows ; 

“ You -would not herd hundreds, more or less, of -women, infants at the breast, 
children, with here and there an idiot, in wards, with no choice but to crouch 
down on the bare floor of the one small day-room, or on the bare ground of the 
one confined yard ; keeping them for weeks in the dirt and filth in which they 
sought shelter from you ; causing them to sleep at night naked or in their rags, 
their beds foul mattresses thrown on a shed floor, with a foul blanket their only 
covering ; the hours of night to be thus spent, — these people of various ages 
left each night to seek rest in this filth — this promiscuous, almost naked 
contact.” 

Of this I would say, that it is wholly inapplicable to the Unions of this district ; 
such a mode of treating the poor would, I believe, be as abhorrent to the minds 
of Boards of Guardians in this portion (at least) of the West of Ireland, as it can 
be to Mr. Osborne. But as before stated in tbis Report, there are sometimes 
periods, when from the force of circumstances suddenly arising, Guardians find 
themselves compelled to permit a temporary departure from the practice usually 
observed in relieving the poor in the workhouses ; and such an emergency had 
occurred and was in operation at the period of Mr. Osborne’s visit to Gort j and 
I presume, it is in reference to the state of things there, that he wrote the passage 
I am now commenting upon. 

But though the condition of the women and children (the “ here and there an 
idiot” is imaginary, and thrown in merely to heighten the colouring), who for 
some time during the summer remained in their own clothes in a back portion 
of this workhouse, was, in the highest degree, objectionable; it was not (as 
might be inferred from the statement) the deliberate act of the Guardians 
influenced by disregard to the sufferings of the poor ; it was not the usual mode 
in which they administered relief ; it was not the maimer in which, at that very 
period, they were affording relief to about ten times the number who were then 
inmates of the workhouse. It was simply the result of an unlooked-for 
emergency, of a pressure for relief in a more extended form than the Guardians 
had anticipated or provided for, and which they could only meet by such means 
as they did adopt, or by affording out-door relief, — a provision for the destitute 
very ill adapted to their wretched circumstances, and which long experience 
has shown to be highly demoralizing to the poor, and utterly ruinous to the 
rate-payer. 

The Guardians, therefore, admitted the applicants to the house, and not having 
a sufficient supply of clothes for all, they appropriated for the separate use of 
the unclothed women and children, two arood-sized and well-ventilated day-rooms 
(not one, as stated by Mr. Osborne), and for a dormitory, a substantial wooden shed 
with a boarded floor, about 100 feet long by 16 wide, well ventilated, divided 
into two apartments, and with two fire-places; and in addition, some of them 
slept in an excellent dormitory over their day-room. I think this was the best 
arrangement which the Guardians could have made, as it secured the undressed 
inmates from communication with those in the Union clothing ; and whilst the 
numbers remained low, the inconvenience was not great ; but the exhausted 
state of the Union funds (only a balance of a 5s. rate struck eight months 
previously, being uncoliected, and that not immediately available) prevented the 
Guardians from keeping the evil in check ; some time was lost in fruitless 
endeavours to obtain the clothes on credit, and when assistance was afforded, the 
number of undressed inmates was considerable. It is not to be denied that some 
more energy might have been shown in applying the advance of money to the 
clothing of these persons ; but I do not believe tbis was owing to any indifference 
on the part of the Guardians to their condition, but to the inexperience of all the 
officers who (with one exception) had been but a short time appointed, and to the 
inefficiency of some of them, and more especially of the master. This officer 
had only been in office since the 27th March preceding, and after a trial of not 
many weeks, was called upon to resign. In fact, at the very time of Mr. Osborne's 
visit, he was only holding office until his successor should be appointed ; when 
tbis took place, matters began to resume their usually orderly character, as 
may be seen from an entry in the visitor’s book on the 19th July following 
(Appendix B. p. 35). 

The 
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The next passage is the last to ivliicii I shall have to allude ; it is as folloivs : 

“ Whun the meals were to be served, say to a class of some hundreds of women, 

■vmi would not have them served by men with sticks in their hands to keep thOT, 
os men do pi"S, from the trough till each is served in turn ; you would not suffer 
the periods of serving the meals to be such times of disorder, that when 1 told 
an official I had just seen the women being fed in one of his workhouses, shuck 
”th sticks by men, his reply was, ‘ I am glad of it, it is time something was 

'^°With'rrfm-ence to this, I wish to observe, that it is inapplicable to Unions of 
this district in general. The kitchen department is uniformly (to the best of my 
recollection) sefved by women, and the food brought in by young fema es whose 
special duty it is to attend the dining-halls, to bring up the meals and clean up 
the apartments ; a wardsman .sometimes attends at the door of the male yard to 
see that the men take their places in an orderly manner, and the schoolmaster 
marches in his boys. The master or assistant-master is likewise generally present 
“ superintend the whole. But I cannot charge my memory with a single 
instant in which I ever saw meals served by men with sticks 111 theii hands. 
However. I find by reference to p. 42 of Mr. Osborne s book, that he he 
saw It at Gort, and I conclude that the inefficient master who bad permit.ed the 
house to fall into a very disorderly state during his shorty period of office, and 
who had been required to resign at the time of Mr. Oshorne s visit, had introduced 
these men with the object of preserving order winch his own defective discipline 
Ind weak authority failed in enabling him otherwise to secure. I 
whom the observaLn was made which Mr. Osborne has thought it right to 
reerd If seriously uttered, there can be but one opinion as to its 
But from whatever quarter it may have proceeded, it seems to me certain that it 

was heedlessly spoken in the course of private J bis carfest 

for a moment imagined the use that would have been made ol his careless 
remark, he would live been more guarded in Ins conversation with Mr. Osborne. 

aII Mw!thMihTfea'1 itave already occupied too much time in considering 
the several statements contained in this extract, I cannot refrain from add ng a 
few veneral remarks on that portion of Mr. Oshome s hook, which relates to 
the administration of the Poor Law- throughout this portion ol the M est of 

^"thare taken the trouble of examining the porter’s books at the houses which 
he visited to see the length of time occupied by his inspection and I find tlmt 
thev record an aggregate of about seven hours, aud adding a few for the time 
IcILTed in rennifg fver those auxiliary houses, when no record remains it may be 
assumed that a period of aboutl2hourswas occupied in examining into the condition 
of upwards of 25,000 persons located in no less than 46 separate establishments. 
To be sore some of these houses Mr. Osborne admits he never entered , but 
nevertheless he considers himself all the some entitled to pass judgment upon 

t:’S4tooYsSd^;art^f"D2tor^^^^ 

toward! this number of human beings, scattered through « 

uDon’his task with strong prejudices against the general body of Griardians y 

7 v°“r‘ Adke 

allndldKi or passed over m total silence many favourable features in 
¥wo Iffioces^onnected with Gort and Clifden may serve as an rh^ 

tion of this spirit. In speak ng of the first he says, at P- I 
the auxiliaries; this sample was enough to 

wretchedness and mismanagement must be ; irt passing dean and 

I saw some hundreds of girls on the green f for 

well clad ; but this was in a place so situated that the eye ol the public w 

218. 
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ever on it it is scarcely necessary to point out how little weight is due to the 
evidence of a witness, who in these two short sentences twice betrays his bias ; 
lirst, in gratuitously assuming (what happened to be false), that the condition of 
a small portion of one establishment in the Union must needs represent an 
accurate picture of the whole ; and secondly, that the favourable appearance he 
noticed at the girls’ school, and which might at least have served to create some 
doubts as to the truth of his first conclusion, was evidence not of any better state 
of affairs in that establishment, but of a disposition on the part of the Guardians 
to carry out the law with decency and humanity only where they were exposed to 
the frequent criticism of the public. 

Again at p. 77, writing of the Clifden Union, he savs, 

•• The auxiliary for the boys was some miles off, so that I did not see it ; I can 
only hope it is no worse than those I did see, though that were scarcely possible.’* 
Suggesting the idea that because he saw in one place what he disapproved of, 
that which he did not see in another was probably still more objectionable. 

It would be very easy to multiply instances of the same kind, but it is quite 
unnecessary in this place. Enough has been said to show that Mr. Osborne’s 
statements are deficient in candour and impartiality, and that his conclusions are 
not warranted by the premises even as he states them — and d fortiori, not by 
facts, as a candid inquirer would have recorded them. 

I have already alluded to the testimony of an impartial witness, as recorded in 
the visitors’ book of the Gort Union, in proof that the irregular condition of a 
small portion of the workhouse, at the time Blr. Osborne visited it, was not, as he 
would have his readers believe, the usual condition of the establishment, but a 
temporary derangement, which was completely corrected in the space of a few 
weeks after his visit. And I think it may not be out of place to call in the testi- 
mony of the visitors’ books generally in the Unions of which Mr. Osborne writes. 
I beg therefore to annex copies of the entries in these books for the year 1850, 
from which I have omitted the observations made by some of the Guardians 
themselves, but w'hich are in other respects correct copies. I think the recorded 
opinion of these visitors, and amongst the number of Mr. Osborne himself, will 
not be found uninteresting, and may repay the trouble of perusal. 

In conclusion, 1 desire to offer a few remarks upon the general question of the 
present administration of relief to the poor in this district. 

It has been no part of my intention in the foregoing remarks to represent the 
system as by any means perfect. On the contrary, I admit, that even where it is 
carried on without any of those temporary or accidental disturbances which Mr. 
Osborne has attempted to mislead the public iuto believing are the rule, and not the 
exception ; even where these do not exist, the condition of the poor relieved in the 
workhouses of the West of Ireland is suggestive of .paiuful consideration. Few 
persons can behold the numbers of young and healthy girls, with whom every 
workhouse is thronged, without feeling deep regret at the necessity which drove 
them to this asylum, and serious apprehensions that their residence within its 
walls is not calculated permanently to repair the misfortune, by opening out to 
them any means of future independent support; and the same feelings probably 
arise in the minds of those who visit the schools, and see the large number of 
children whom the famine has made orphans, receiving indeed a good literary 
education, but seldom anything more. But to any person calmly and honestly 
considering the position of Guardians in the West of Ireland during the three 
years that the extended Poor Law has been in operation, it will not, I am confident, 
be a matter of astonishment, far less of censure, that more eftectual steps have not 
as yet been generally taken, for introducing into the workhouses such systems of 
industrial training as might open a prospect of independent support to all whose 
age and infinuities might permit it. 

Appointed at a period of the greatest difficulty to carry out a new law (for such 
the extended Poor Law may be termed), the Guardians had to contend with an 
enormous amount of real destitution, resulting from famine on the one hand, and 
the grossest imposition attempting to take advantage of it on the other. They 
had to struggle with deficient resources, and had to deal with people in a state of 
ignorance so great as almost to amount to barbarism. Their first duty was to 
provide food, and in the progress of events it soon became manifest that both for 
the purpose of effectually relieving the wants of the poor, and also for protecting 
the interests of the rate-payers- by extending the workhouse test, it had become 
requisite to increase largely the existing accommodation, .and in addition to the 

food. 
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fond to DFOvide shelter and clothing. For the last two years, the Gnardians have 
Wn thus engaged. It is no light or easy task to provide shelter food and 
clothing for sSch masses of people as by the published returns can he seen to 
have crowded the tvorkhouses during the years 1849 and I80O ; nor was it a 
iraple matter to organize an effective staff to work out the details of the system 
in a satisfactory manner ; but the Guardians of the Lnions in the West ot Ireland 
may congratulate themselves on having overcome most of their diffioiiltie.s, and in 
having now at their command a machinery sufficient to provide shelter, food and 
clothing (all of a good and substantial kind), for the fall amount of pauperism 
which in all probability, will claim relief during the next tew years, whilst the 
drcnmstance of the rate-pay«s who are now, for the first tmie, showing symptoms 
of rallying from their prostrate condition, give hope that by a prudent and effi- 
cient inanagement of Union affairs, rates may be obtained to meet the expenditure. 
Finding themselves in this position, Guardians have now an opportunity, for the 
first toe, of practically devoting attention to those arraiigemems from which it 
may be expected that the poor relieved in the worklious-es may denve "“te lasting- 
advantage ^ With this view, they have in Galway Union established an agri- 
cultural school, where a considerable number of boys are acquiring such instruction 
as is calculated to raalce them valuable farm servants. A similar plan has lately 
been undertaken by the Ballina Board, and I have reason to think that then- 
example will be followed by other Unions in the district. 

A considerable extent of employment has also been afloi-ded in all of these 
Unions to the women; and the greater part of the clothing now used in most of 
the workhouses has been manufactured by the inmates ; whilst tailoring, shoe- 
makfag, and in some instances other trades, have been taught to a limited number 

In° addition to this, teachers have been mocured to instruct the 
inmates in embroidery, a species of work for which there is 
which is extensively carried on m various parts of Irelanf It is hoped that by 
this means the prospects of this class of inmates may be unproved. 

And it is -fartberinre -in contemplation, in pursuance of the suggestions con- 
tained ra late circular issued by your Board, to make provision for giving to a 

lertahi numbei- of girls such instruction in rural affairs as may qualify them to 

''Tm%hradd terl something on the subject of emigration genei-ally, 
cularlv in reference to the females lately sent out from these Unions 10 Australia, 
as to whose conduct and present position in the colony I have the best aotliority 
for' doubting Mr. Osborne’s statements, but the matter does not fall irnmediately 
within the s^cope of this Report, which has already reached a length that I feel 
very unwilling unnecessarily to extend. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Bourke. 



218. 
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Appendix (A.) 



PiBST Specimen Sheet of Superintendent’s Report Book. 



Observations and Suggestions of Superintendent. 
Examined from o’clock until o’clock. 



CLASS, 


Proficiency of Classes 
as to Reading:, Spelling:, 
Explanation, &c. 


OBSERVATION. 

1 


1. 






2. 






3. 






4. 






5. 




Writing. 




Arithmetic. 




Geography. 




Grammar. 




Extra business. 




General Observa- 
tions as to Dis- 
cijiline, Clean- 
liness, Repairs 
of School, &c. 
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Second Specimen Sheet. 



CASTLEBAR NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 



Observations and Suggestions of Superintendent. 



Examined from 11 i o’clock till 2 i o’clock, 20 November 1850. 



CLASS. 


Proficiency of Classes 
as to Reading, Spelling, 
Explanations, &C. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1. 


Very good. 






Very good. 




3. 


Very good - 


Tlie 3d and 4th classes should be rnade 
acquainted with the rules for spelling ; 
the use of capital letters ; the prefixes, 
affixes and roots in the spelling-book 


4. 


Very good. 


supei'seded. The 3d and 4th classes 
should be taught the subjects treated of 
in the first lessons in the 5th reading- 
book. 


5. 


Very good. 




Writing - 


Progress very satisfactory ; style very good. 


Arithmetic. 




Grammar. 




Geography. 




Extra business. 




General Observa- 
tions as to Dis- 
cipline, Clean- 
liness, Repairs 
• of School, &c. 


The teacher deseives the highest credit for the very satisfactory state 
in which this school is; almost all the children present to-day could 
tead while many possessed acquirements which would do credit to 
any ’school ; cleanliness and order very satisfactory. The school- 
room is not sufficiently lighted. 



2i8. 



D 4 
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32 C0REESP0N1>ENCE RELATIVE TO STATEMENTS IN BOOK, 

GORT UNION. 



Fetnaie depart- 
ment. 



Datigan Auxiliary. 



Extracts from the Inspectors of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of Education • 
in Ireland. 



Dated 6 December 1850. 

“ The qualifications of the teachers are of a medium order.” 

“This has been my first inspection; both departments are, I think, in a satisfactory 
state.” 



“ The school-rooms in the female department are not well adapted for educational 
purposes.” 



“ Discipline, however, is pretty good, and cleanliness is strictly attended to. A supply of 
sewing and knitting materisds are required; owing to the want of those, industrial instruc- 
tion has been discontinued.” 



(signed) 



Maurice Cross, ~\ 
James Kelly, J 



• Secretaries. 



GALWAY UNION. 



Extract from the Inspector of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of Education 
in Ireland. 

Dated 8 January 1850. 

“ Thc qualifications of the teacher are of a medium order.” 

“ The school is improving under the present teacher.” 

Dated 13 June 1850.” 

“ The teachers are well qualified as regards literary acquirements, and conduct the business 
with a medium amount of efficiency.” 

“ Consideriiig the paucity of teachers, as compared with the number of children to be 
instructed, I am warranted in saying, that the teachers have been attentive, and that the 
progress of the pupils is proportioned to the regularity of their attendance.” 

Dated 31 August i860. 

“ The literary acquirements of the teachers, and their method of conducting the school 
are satisfactory.” ’ 

“ The answering in the different classes is fair, and the amount of improvement satisfac- 
tory, but tlie copy-books should be kept cleaner, and e.tercises should be given more 
frequently on the maps. It would be well to introduce industrial education for "the female 
pupils.” 

Dated 17 September i860. 

“The teachers are qualified as regards literary acquirements, and their method of con- 
ducting the business is very satisfactory.” 

“ This has been my first inspection ; I, however, consider the school in a very satisfactory 
state. The teacher is zealous and efficient in the discharge of her duty; the several 
classes are, I think, progressing steadily.” 

“ The teachers are qualified as respects literary attainments, aud conduct the business 
very efficiently.” 

“ The school is, I am satisfied, in a promising state ; order, cleanliness and discipline are • 
strictly attended to.” ■ 



CLIFDEN UNION. 



Extract from the Inspector of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of Education 
in Ireland. 

Dated 27 August 1849. 

“ The male teacher is well qualified as regards literary acquirements; the attainments 
ot the female teacher are infenor, but she is highly susceptible of improvement, and ex- 
^emely attentive. Both teachers conduct the liusiness with a medium amount of efficiency. 
Ihe school has not as yet improved.” ■' 

“ Already- 
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‘‘ Already the schools are conducted with order and regularity, and cleanliness and disci- 
pline arc strictly attended to.” November 184S. 

« The teachers are well qualified, as regards both their literary acquirements and the 
manner in which they conduct the business.” 

“The school has improved, and is improving in all departments.” 



“There is not sufficient light or ventilation in the house, 
defects to the master of the workhouse, he assured me 
remedied.” 



but when I pointed out these 
that they were to be at once 



WESTPORT UNION. 



ExTEAOTfrom tbo Iirspectors of National Schools’ Report to the CommUsioners of 
Education in Ireland. 

Date, 26 June 1850. 

'■ The teachers are well qualified as regards literary acquirements, and conduct the school 
in rather a satisfactory manner.” 

“ I examined only the male department. The females have been removed to an auxihaiy 
house at some distance ; I will examine them at some future period. 

“ The order, discipline and general arrangement of the male school is much better t^’an at 
last visit ; the children have made very satisfactory progress, taking mto account the 
crowded state of the school.” 

Date, 26 September 1850. 

“The teachers arc tolerably well qn.lified as regards literary acquirements, ""J ta"’ 
method of conduetlng the bnsmess; but the 

there is little or no industrial training in those schools, which I considei a great detect, l 
■would suvwest that a portioo of loud should be auneied to the school, which the boys should 
be taught to cultivate under the supermtendence of a competent agriculturist, and Is 

Luld receive instmctioirs in sewing, knitting and washing, 8tc., which will be essentml to 
them in after life.” 



CASTLEBAR UNION. 



ExTaacTS from the Inspector of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland. 

Date, 7 August 1850. 

"The male teacher is pretty weh qualified as regards literary attainments, and conducts 
the business in an efficient manner.” 

“The acquirements of the female teacher are limited; she conducts the school with a 
tolerable amount of efficiency.” 

“ The male school has improved very much as regards both disemhne and prodciency of 
children ; the female school is m the same state as at last inspection. 

Date, 26 November 1850. 

“The male teacher is very well qualified as regards both his literary acquirements and 
his metliod of conducting the business.” 

“ The female teacher is tolerably well qualified.” 

discipline and general arrangement of the school excellent. 



(signed) Afamce Cross, Igg^retaries. 

James Kellv. i 



BALLINA 
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BALLINA UNION. 



Extract from the Inspectors of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland. 

Date, 25 July 1850. 

“The teachers are well qualified, as respects literary acquirements, and conduct the 
business in rather a satisfactory manner.” 

“The schools (male and female) have improved in every respect.” 

“ Owing to the crowded state of the house, the school has not made that progress that 
it would otherwise have done, but it has improved more than could reasonably have been 
expected under the circumstances. A supply of books and stationery is very much 
required.” 

Date, 18 September 1860. 

“ The teachers are pretty well qualified as regards both their literary acquirements and 
their method of conducting the business.” 

“The school has improved generally since my last visit.” 



TUAM UNION. 



Extracts from the Inspectors of National Schools’ Report to the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland. 



Date, 28 October 1850. 

“ The male teacher is well qualified, and his method of conducting the school satisfactory; 
the female teacher is limited in literary acquirements, but is studyino’, and is likely to 
improve.” ° 

“ In both departments the junior classes seem to be well and judiciously taught ; and in 
the male department the senior pupils show a fair amount of improvement, except in arith- 
metic and geography ; in the female school, the more advanced pupils answered less 
satisfactorily. A supply of slates and pencils is required.” 



Appendix 
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Appendix (B.) 



GORT WORKHOUSE. 



Copy op Entries in Visitors’ Book. 



Viator’s Name and Residence. 



Date of Viat. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



The Dean of Kilmacduagh, 
Deanery House, Gort. 



1849: 

21 November 



I have visited this establishment, and 
comparing its order, regularity and 
cleanliness, and the wholesome food 
administered to the inmates, with many 
other similar houses in England and 
Ireland, which I have visited, I consi- 
der it deserves to be ranked amongst 
those of the best conducted I have seen. 
The intelligence and activity of the 
master and matron are peculiarly con- 
spicuous, and the obedience and sub- 
mission of the inmates to their directions 
fully prove that their system must be 
one of kindness with firmness, which 
must always command respect for their 
authority, and ensure at the same time 
the gratitude of the poor submitted to 
their care ; I cannot too highly express 
the satisfaction which I felt in visiting 
this establishment. 



Captain Blair, the Buffs, and 
party of Ladies. 



1850: 
19 July 



(signed) J. O- Berminghaw, 
Dean of Kilmacduagh, 
Chaplain to the Lord Lieutenant. 



- Having visited the different wards, and 
gone over the whole of the establish- 
ment, I cannot but express the gratifica- 
tion I experienced at the very marked 
cleanliness of the dormitories, and the 
general regularity and order which pre- 
vails. 

(signed) Henry Blair, 

Captain, the Buffs. 



Miss FeiTars, Baddesley 



7 August 



Extremely clean and orderly. 



Murty O’Brien and Thomas 
Cahill, Corrofin Guardians. 



7 September 



Found the house in perfect order, which 
reflects much credit to the master aud. 
matron; 

Corrofin Union, 

(signed) M. O’Brien. 

Thomas Cahill. 



E. H. Carsons, L. Harcourt- 


7 September 


street, Dublin. 




Peter M'Mahon, Bridge-street, 




Dublin. 





1 have been much pleased with my visit,, 
the order and cleanliness deserves much 
praise. 



218. 



E 2 
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GALWAY WORKHOUSE. 



Copy op Entries in Visitors’ Book. 



Visitor's Name and Residence. 



Date of Visit. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



1850 : 



James Stevens, Galway 



The female department seems to be best 
conducted, so far as industrial and re- 
productive employment; the dormi- 
tories clean and well ventilated. 

(signed) J. Stevens, 

Galway. 



F. Lineal, H.M. S. “Lucifer” 



I was much pleased with the whole ar- 
rangements. 

(signed) F. Liuenl, 

H. M. S. “ Lucifer.” 



William Ibbett, H.M. S.“Lu- 

cifer.” 



'’Thomas Higgins, Tuam 



William Gannon, Tuam 



William Duggan, Galway 



- 1 9 April 



To be highly recommended for cleanli- 
ness and industry. 

(signed) William Ibbett, 

H. M. A “ Lucifer.” 

Arrangements of house appear good. 

(signed) Thomas Higgins, 

Tuam. 

1 have only to say, that the dormitories 
are particularly neat and clean ; the 
bakery worthy of being taken as an 
exa mple ; and the ground in such excel- 
lent condition as call for oiy best recom- 
mendation. I had no time to visit the 
whole house. 

(signed) William Gannon, 

Tuam. 

To get relief for a mother and her child. 
On making inquiries of the master, it 
appeared that the husband of this 
woman was originally admitted into the 
house with a person whom he repre- 
sented to be his wife, together with the 
rest of her children. This person, who 
was admitted as his wife, turned out to 
have been hia sister. On the 6th of 
March, it appears the husband, John 
Walsh, absconded, and on the 11 th of 
March he again applied for admission, 
and was admitted with the rest of his 
children; his sister, who had previously 
been admitted as his wife, having on this 
last occasion come into the house as a 
widow. In the mean time hU wife went 
about the country begging, and when 
this failed her, sought to be admitted 
into the house with her remaining cliild, 
whom she states to have been in fever 
when her husband was first ailmitted. 
All this we learned from the intelligent 
master of the house, who traced the 
admission and dismissal of this unfor- 
tunate family, and who under all the 
circumstances felt himself bound to give 
the mother and her child lodgings and 
maintenance for the night; but this is 
only one of the many instances in which 
the grossest frauds are practised on the 
Union. 

(signed) Wm. Duggan, 

Galway. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





entitled “GLEANINGS IN THE WEST OF IRELAND” 



Galway Workhouse— Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book— contmacd. 



Visitor’s Nume and Residence. I Date of VMf. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



Robert Forster, Tottenham, 9 May 
near London ; William 
Harny, Cork. 



Marcus Goodbody, Inishmon 
House, Cloon. 



Martin R. Hart, Clifden - 2 June 



George R. Campbell 



Thomas Kirkpatrick, m.d., 16 June 

Inspector of National 
Schools. 

S. Godolphin Osborne; H. IS June 
Stuart. 



Denis Hynos, M.D. - - 26 June 



Much gratified with the cleanly appearance 
of the inmates and of the building, also 
the arrangements for employment, 
(signed) Robert. Forster, 

Tottenham, 
near London. 

William Harny, 

Cork. 

This house deserves a favourable report. 

(signed) Marcus Goodbody, 

Inishmon House. 

It affords me much satisfaction to have it 
in my power to bear testimony to the 
orderly and satisfactory state of this 
house, in which I take so much interest ; 

I was particularly pleased with the state 
of the hospital, wnere I am sure the 
greatest care and attention is paid to the 

(signed) R. M. L. 

It affords me mucli pleasure to bear testi- 
mony to the cleanliness, discipline and 
general good order of this establishment; 

I deem it but justice to the master to 
say, that it does him infinite credit, the 
manner in whicli his books are kept. 

(siened) Martin R. Hart, 

^ Clifden. 

I am much pleased with the great clean- 
liness of the house ; I recommend open 
troughs for the paupers to wash their 
hands and faces in. 

(signed) George R. Campbell. 

Much pleased with all I have seen, 
(signed) Thomas Kirkpatrick, m. d. 

Inspector of National Schools. 

. In going over this house we see nolliing 
that we can fairly blame as attributable 
to the authorities connected with it, 
but we cannot but regi’et that the force 
of circumstances should so crowd some 
of ite apartments. 

(si<med) -S. Godolphin. Osborne. 

° H. Stuart. 

- I always object seeing children placed in 

bed in the manner some of the small- 
pox cases are, i. e. two in each bed, 
lying in different directions. 

(signed) S. G. Osborne. 

- I have visited every department connected 

with this establishment, and feel much 
pleasure in being enabled to state that 
the whole house reflects the highest 
credit on eveiy one of the officers of the 
establishment; any thing equal to the 
order and regularity of every depart- 
ment can hardly be met with m any 
workhouse in the country. 

(signed) Henis Hynes, m. n. 
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Galway Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book—contiKaerf. 



Visitor's Name and Readence. 


Date of Vidt. 


OBSERVA TIONS. 




1850 : 




Anthony Donnellan 




I have visited every department of the 
house and approve of it in every 
respect, and I must say it reflects credit 
on alt the officers of the establishment, 
(signed) Anthony Donnellan. 


Mr.Pope, SdBuffs; Mrs.Pope 


4 July - 


The establishment) appears to be upon a 
most respectable and excellent principle, 
(signed) Jfr. Pope, 3d Buffs. 

Mrs. Pope. 


M. Egan ; J. S. Baggot ; B. 
W. Baggot. 


4 July - 


Were much pleased with the regularity, 
cleanliness and industry exhibited in this 
establishment, which is certainly equal 
if not superior to any other house we 
have seen. 

(signed) M. Egan. 

J. S. Baggot. 

B. W. Baggot. 


R. Gleeson . - - - 


6 August 


I have visited each department of this 
establishment, and feel pleased in stating 
that it is conducted on the best sanitary 
principles, and more than equals many 
in this part of Ireland. 

(signed) R. Gleeson. 


R. P.Milnes 


- 


Altogether excellently arranged. 

(signed) R. P. Milnes. 


R. R. Madden, Secretary of 
the Loan Fund Board, Dub- 
Un Castle. 




This house seems admirably conducted. 
With respect to the sending of female 
children to the Australian colonies, from 
experience of the evils of tliis emigra- 
tion, I think very badly of it. 

(signed) R. R. Madden, 

Secretaiy of the Loan Fund Board, 

Bublin Castle. 


Francis White, Inspector of 
Lunatics, &c. 




I found the idiot and lunatic classes taken 
good care of. 

(signed) Francis White, 

Inspector of Lunatics, &c. 


Bavid Baxter, Bundee - 


16 August 


Too late to see the work being carried on, 
but found every thing clean and orderly, 
and received much civility from the 
party who conducted me through the 
ouse. (signed) David Baxter, 

Bundee. 


John F. Lynch, Partry 

1 


28 August . - 


I have visited the house this day, and have 
been much gratified to find the different 
apartments kept in good order. I think 
the purchase of old clothes for the pau- 
pers desirous to leave the house an 
excellent arrangement; and it would be 
most desirable that some general ar- 
rangementon thesubjectwere sanctioned 
by the Commissioners, as I am assured 
that in this and other establishments 
many of the paupers would leave the 
house, were they not ashamed to do so 
in the clothes in which they entered, even 
if their wretched rags could be collected, 
(signed) John F. Lynch, 

P artry 
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Galway Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book — continued. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Viat. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Alexander Mackay, Ballin- 
saggart. 


1850 : 
29 August 


All remarkably clean. 

(signed) Alexander Mackay, 

Ballinsaggart. 


C. J. Oldfield, Castlehacket - 


6 September 


I am highly jfieased with tlie cleanly ap- 
pearance of the difl'erent wards, and 
with the industrial departments of the 
workhouse, which exceeds what I ex- 
pected to see in any workhouse. The 
people looked healthy. 






(signed) C. J. Oldjield, 

Castlehacket. 


Sir Frederick Foster 


7 September 


The best-conducted workhouse I have 
seen. 

(signed) Sir Frederick Foster. 


Henry Gascoyne - 


16 September 


Examined the workhouse, which appears 
to me very clean, and well conducted. 






(signed) Henry Gascoyne, 

Ballinasloe. 


"W.G.H^ter, Esq.,M.p., Hyde 
Park Terrace, London. 


25 September 


Examined the whole of the establishment, 
and was greatly pleased and gratified 
by the eraser, cleanliness, economy and 
sufficiency with which the affairs of it 
were conducted. 






(signed) W.G. Hayter,n.'P.y 

Hyde Park Terrace, London. 


T. W. Burt, London 


1 " 


I am much pleased with the appearance 
of great regularity in the several trades 
carried on by the various classes of 
the paupers, and tire very cleanly ap- 
pearance of their persons, and their 
orderly deportment; and the general 
cleanliness of the establishment is be- 
yond praise, and the whole of the ma- 
nagement reflects the highest credit to 
those rvho conduct the affairs of the 
house. 


Captain Goddard, Wiltshire - 


- - - 


I coincide in the above remarks. 


Sir W. M. Somerville, Chief 
Secretary. 




Much pleased with the very efficient man- 
ner in which every department in this 
house is conducted. 


W. H. Porter . - - 


8 October - 


I was much struck with the order of the 
establishment, and obliged by the atten- 
tion of the master, but sorry to see the 
traces of so much sorrow in the peasant 
classes. 


Thomas Beggs, Waltham- 
stow, near London. 


14 October - 


Much pleased with the general manage- 
ment and appearance of the house, par- 
ticularly so with the industrial employ- 
ment. 


J . G. Browne, Clerk, Bedding- 
ton. 


26 October ■ 


Well satisfied throughout. 


Mrs. Boberts, Galway; David 
Hunter, Galway. 


26 October - 


Greatly pleased and gratified by every 
thing,! saw. 



218. B4 
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DANGAN AUXILIARY WORKHOUSE. 



Copy OF Entries in Visitors’ Book. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSEKVATIONS. 


Sir Wni. Somerville, Chief Se- 
cretary. 


1850: 

4 October - 


I have been much gratified at witnessing 
the efficiency witfi which this establish- 
ment is managed. 


P. Killeen, late Practical In- 
structor. 


7 October - 


Visited the farm connected with this 
workhouse, which is conducted in a 
manner to do credit to those having tlie 
management of same. 


W. H. Foster, Dublin - 


8 October - 


1 have visited many workhouses; this is 
the first bright spot I have as yet seen 
in the system. 


John Treatior, Protestant 
Chaplain. 


9 October - 


I can with pleasure state that there is an 
improvement in the children’s know- 
ledge of their duty as Christians. I 
have also to remark, that 1 found the 
place in the most ordeily manner. 


J. V. Browne, Medical Officer, 
Galway Union. 


10 October - 


The inmates are healthy ; the establish- 
ment clean and orderly; the cold is 
very severely felt by the children; I 
therefore recommend that fires should 
be had in the day-rooms. 


James Pope, 3d Buffs; James 
Dennis; W. Wallis King. 


12 October - 


The establishment seems highly commen- 
dable, and reflects great credit upon the 
persons who have to superintend so 
great a number of lads. 


H. Frith, Galway; Edward 
A. Greenslade, Bristol; 
P. F. O’Kelly, Galway. ■ 




The house was never so clean, nor the 
inmates under such discipline as now. 
We fully concur in the suggestion of 
the medical officer, that it is necessary 
to have fires in the day-rooms from tliis 
month; the boys were at dinner when 
we arrived ; all looked most healthy 
and happy; we tasted the soup, and 
found it excellent ; the bread was very 
good ; we went through the dormitories, 
and found all most regular and well 
ventilated ; we were much pleased at 
the appearance of the crops, and must 
say tnere is much credit due to the 
master for the manner in which he has 
conducted the entire establishment. 


Thomas Beggs, Waltham- 
stow, near London. 


14 October - 


Much gratified with the house ; farm and 
general management reflects great credit 
upon the persons to whom the superin- 
tendence is confided. 


J. A. Shone, Monastereven, 
near Dublin. 


15 October - 


Much pleased with the house and manage- 
ment of the farm, &c. 


Samuel Shone, Sligo - 


15 October - 


I have much pleasure in bearing my testi- 
mony to the order and cleanliness of 
the establishment. 
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Dangan Auxiliary Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book — continued. 



Visitor's Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


J. S. Lambert, Creggclare; 
E. Lynch. 


1850: 

. 3 November - 


We visited the house, and found every 
thing arranged in a most satisfactory 
manner. We also visited the farm, 
and was greatly pleased with the crops. 


J. V. Browne, medical officer, 
Galway Workhouse. 


7 November - 


I have found the inmates healthy, the 
house clean and orderly — the whole 
establishment seems well conducted. 
There are a good many panes of glass 
broken, and I think the Guardians 
would do well to establish some mode 
of detection and punishment of the 
offenders. It is a crime attended with 
much inconvenience, both as regards 
the health of the inmates, the appear- 
ance of the house, and the expense of 
replacing- 



CLIFDEN WORKHOUSE. 



Copy of Entbies in Visitors’ Book. 



Peter Joyman; James N. Joy- 
man. 


1850: 

29 March - 


Every thing very clean and comfortable, 
allowing for limited means at disposal. 


Hon. and Rev. S. G. Osborne 
M. H. Stuart. 


21 June 


; Much struck with the iueonvenience of 
i the house, which is the more to be re- 
gretted, as it is generally overcrowded. 
'The want of proper clothing for the 
young children is very deplorable. 


Captain Dawson, Coldstream 
Guards, London. 


15 September 


Pleased with the cleanliness of the esta- 
blishment. 


Mr. M ‘Garel, Magheramourne, 
County Antrim; Mr.Naugh- 
ten, London. 


25 September 


Found the house clean, and was pleased 
with its appearance. 


W. G. Hayter, Esq., m. p., 
Hyde Park Terrace, London. 


26 September 


Found the house clean. 


Mr. O’Flaherty, m. p., Knock- 
hane. 


26 September 


The house appears to be well arranged, 
considering the pressure that exists in 
the Union. 


Mr. J. H. Barton, Dublin 


27 September. 




Thomas Beggs, London 
218. 


11 October - 
' F 


Struck with cleanliness of house. 

(eoniirmed) 
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Clifden Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book — cmiinued. 



1 

Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. I 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Janies Luke, London - 


1850: 

11 October - 


Pleased with the general appearance of 
the house and inmates. 


M. 0. S. - 


7 November 


The house is very clean. 


C. J. Langley, Boffin - 


7 November 


I agree with the above. 


C. tk M. J. Evans, Letterfrack 


8 November 


The house is clean, and fewer inmates than 
in the spring. 


CL IFDEN 


UNION. 




Bunowen Auxiuary. 


Copy 


OF Entries in 


Visitors’ Book. 


T)r. F. Lees, Leeds 


I860: 

22 February - 


Happy to see decided marks of improve- 
ment, but the workhouse appears defi- 
cient in the department, 8cc. of industrial 
training, where trade in handicraft pro- 
cesses are taught. 


James Stephens, Galway 


22 February - 


Fully concurring in the above. 


John Geogheghan, Galway - 


22 Februaiy - > 


Every matter connected with the bouse 
seems to be very orderly and well 
attended to. 


Rev. W. Grotty, Galway 


1 March - , 


Found everything in good order; the 
esteblishraent does credit to the matron; 
it is much superior, in point of order 
and regularity and cleanliness, to many 
others! have visited. 


Richard Wolsley, Dublin 


1 March. 




James R. Shaw, Dublin 


1 March. 




Samuel Jones, Avdbeen House, 
Clifden, and Bym, Clonmel. 


8 April 


Found the arrangements of the establish- 
ment in general very well ; and the 
order and cleanliness of the paupers 
bear ample testimony to the excellent 
manner in which the concern is cared for, 
which reflects credit on the matron as 
well as the superior officers connected 
with the establishment. 


Michael Regan, 27, Lower' 
^ Ormond Quay, Dublin. 


10 April' ' - 


I never saw a more orderly and clean 
house. 
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Clifden Union — Bunowen Auxiliary — Copy of Entries in Yisitors’ Book — continued. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


James F. Quinn, Sandymount, 
Dublin. 


1850: 
12 May 


I am delighted and surprised at the regu- 
larity and order of the inmates of tire 
Buiioweii workhouse, which reflects 
credit, indeed, on tlie Guai-dians and 
officers of the Union ; — the women and 
children seem most contented. 


Thomas O’Donovan, Sligo - 


24 June 


I have with the utmost satisfaction wit- 
nessed in this house a scene of the 
utmost order ; comfort and cleanliness 
contrast it most favourably with the 
Clifden house. 


Patrick O’FIalierty, Galway - 


10 July 


I have much pleasure to see that the house 
was in the best situation in regard to 
cleanliness. 


Edw'ard Whitdall, Kendal - 


15 July 


Much pleased rvith the oi-der and cleanli- 
ness throughout the house. 


Edward Can-oil, Tritonvilla, 
PliibsboTOugh, Dublin. 


24 July 

1 


The paupers, both within and without, 
appear to be well taken care of; yet it 
is melancholy to reflect on the absence 
of industrial labour, especially amongst 
the females, whose literary education 
could be much advanced fcy having a 
little selection of school requisites. 


John Connolly, Kilmoi e, Artane, 
County Dublin. 


24 July 


I have seen nothing, either as a workhouse 
or auxiliary, kept move cleanly or or- 
derly. 


William Burke, 12,_ Great 
George-street, Dublin. 


15 August - 


The house is remarkably orderly and clean, 
but it is a great pity not to teach the 
adults to read while they are in the 
house, and idle. 


D. Murray, Dublm ; Thomas 
Tignoly, Dublin. 


20 September 


Seldom saw an auxiliary workhouse better 
befit the inmates; well fed, and are in 
good health. 


T. H. Barton, Dublin; C. J. 
Hangrave, Dublin. 


7 October - 


The house seems clean, but I am much 
surprised to see a crowded room of adult 
girls totally unemployed. 


M. 0. Sullivan, Bengal 


6 November 


Found the house most orderly and cleanly; 
the officers most diligent. Food prepared 
for the paupers of the best kind. Re- 
gretted to find a child dead. 
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WESTPORT WORKHOUSE. 



Copx OF Entries in Visitors’ Book. 



Viatov’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


R. D. M‘Carthy, Westport - 


1860 : 

12 January - 


House very clean. 


Michael Connell, Louisburg - 


15 January - 


House very clean and orderly. 


Lord Sligo, Westport - 


12 January - 


Went through main house, and found 
things in a good state, considering the 
difRculties of the week. 


Thomas Prendergast, Agliany 


22 January - 


All right. 


Robert Hudson, Westport - 


28 January - 


House very clean and orderly. 


Charles M‘Donnell,Mayour •• 


31 January - 


The very worst meat that has come to the 
house as yet. Was pleased with the 
geneial appearance ; I found the house 
in the best of order, much to my sur- 
prise, from wliat I had heard. 


William Barry, Castlebar 




Visited the house, and found everything in 
good order ; many of the inmates ex- 
pressed themselves grateful for the kind- 
ness they receive. The hopes that 

the Guardians will use every effort to 
carry on a sound moral training in the 
children, as by it alone habits oT indus- 
try and economy may till the ground in 
this fertile but now wretched country. 


Hon. and Rev. S. G. Osborne , 


22 June 

j 


The leaf containing Mr. Osborne’s report 
has been torn out of the visitors’ book. 


Geo. W. O’Malley, Uoscrea - 




Round the house in a clean and orderly 
state, and all the officers most attentive. 


D. Mooney, Dublin 




Which T found remarkably neat, clean and 
orderly. I consider the house generally 
in a very creditable state ; but I would 
call the attention of tlie master to the 
flooring of the men’s day-room. 


Mr.O’Raherty, M.p.,Galway ; 
Mr. W.J.Iiayter,M.p., Lon- 
don. 


22 September 


Inspected the house, and found it clean 
and well-conducted. 


Sir Wm. Somemlle 


8 October - 


Much pleased with all that I have seen 
here. 


John Toler, u.D. - - _ 


8 October - 


The condition of the paupers and the 
state of the house reflect the greatest 
credit on ail the officers connected with 
the establishment. 


R. Adair, p. m. - 


28 October - 


Visited the workhouse to-day ; found all 
clean and orderly. 


Rev. Win. Bi-ewsler, Liver- 
pool ; Henry Brewster, Cas- 
tlebar. 


1 November 


Very much pleased with the cleanliness 
and general appearance of the house 
and inmates ; found the master and 
matron veiy civil and attentive. 
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WESTPORT UNION. 



gjr, Board Room, Westport, 2-2 November 1850. 

Herewith I beg to transmit the substance of the observations of the Honourable and 
Reverend S. G. Osborne, as recorded by that gentleman in the visitors’ book here on the 
occasion of liis visit to the workhouses of the Union in June last. Although the leaf of tlie 
visitors’ book on which Mr. Osboi'ne wrote his report has been abstracted therefrom, and is 
not now forthcoming, I am confident of my accuracy as to the substance of such report, 
and that the accompanying document contains verbatim copies of some of the paragraphs, 
as from having read the original two or three times, I perfectly remember some of the 
sentences. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Egan, 

Richard Bourke, Esq. Clerk of the Union. 

Poor Law Inspector, Daly’s Hotel. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit, j 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Hon. and Rev. S. G. Osborne 


1850 : 
22 June 


I have visited the parent house, and all the 
auxiliary houses except one, and am 
much pleased witli the cleanliness and 
general management of the establish- 
ments ; it is gratifying to see that the 
inmates are being trained to habits of 
industiy, which is going in the right way 
to benefit both rate-payers and paupers. 
It is lamentable to see the want of 
clothingthat exists, particularly amongst 
the adult females ; at the same time, it is 
evident that the Guardians are making 
efforts to remedy this, as I see all the 
female paupers are employed in making 
up clothing. I visited all the sick 
wards; the patients appear to be well 
cared for. It is most strange that there 
is not one case of ophthalmia ; all of 
which reflect great credit on the medical 
and other staff. 



CASTLEBAR UNION. 



Exthact prom the Porter’s Book, Castlebar Workhouse. 





NAME. 


Susiaeas. 


Une of enteriag 
Workhouse. 


Time of going out of 
Workhouse. 


observations. 


1850: 
~23 June - 


S. Godolphin Osborne; 
W. Sturt, Esq. - 


j'to see the\ 
\ house -J 


10 before 4, p.m. 

1 


10 after 5, p.m. 


1 have been over this house, 
the infirmary and fever hos- 
pital and new sheds; every- 
thing appears to me to be 
in good order; there is to 
some degree the crowding I 
have observed elsewhere, but 
the very superior ventilation 
makes this much less objec- 
tionable. I am truly pleased 
with the general appearance 
of the cldldren. 












(True Extract.) 
(sigiied) B. T- Penrote, 
Clerk of the Union. 
28 September 18C0. 
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CASTLEBAR WORKHOUSE. 



Copy op Entries in Visitors’ Book. 



Viaitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Viat. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


WilliamO’BrierijNo.ljPliibs- ^ 
borough-road, Dublin, Free- 
man’s Journal Office. 


1850 : 
28 July 


I feel great pleasure in testifying to the 
extreme cleanliness, comfort and order 
which prevail in the establishment. 
I have never seen a Union workhouse 
in Ireland, the domestic an-augements 
of which appear to be better conducted ; 
and I conceive that the highest credit is 
due to the master, matron and officers 
of the house, for the admirable maimer 
in which the aiTangements are carried 
out, and the comfort and health of those 
within its walls promoted. The sick 
and infirm wards appear particularly 
well-ordered and arranged. 


Richai’d Singleton, Newport - j 


30 July 


I fully coincide in the above remarks. 


Patt. O’Malley, Commander 
ofH.M.C. » Eliza.” 


2 August 


I fully concur in the above remarks. 


Rev. Thomas Puller, South- 
ampton. 




I have very great pleasure in recording the 
high estimate 1 have formed of tlie effi- 
ciency with which this house is conducted 
in all its depailments, and especially in 
provisional education and medical. I 
have seen nothing superior in any part of 
the country. 


Rev. J. Murray, Castlebar 


5 August. 




Rev. Thomas Jordan, Castle- 
bar. 


5 August 


I fully concur in the foregoing report of the 
good order and regularity attended to 
in every department. 


Edward J. M'Doniiell, Cahir 
House, Vice-Chairman, 

Swineford Union. 


6 August 


I feel great pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the admirable order and discipline 
enforced in thishousej in fact, the entire 
establishment reflects the greatest credit 
upon the officers and those employed 
carrying out their orders. 


Mark G. M'Donnell, Palm- 
field. 


26 August 

i 


I highly approve of the regularity of the 
Castlebar workhouse, owmg to the very 
great attention of the master, matron 
and officers. I approve much of the 
healthy condition of the children, and 
all within its walls. 


William C. Messid, Scotland 


30 August. 




Colen & Watt, Scotland 


30 August. 




Dominick D’Arcy, County 
Galway. 


3 September. 




Joseph C. M'Donnell, County 
Galway. 


3 September 


To see the inmates so healthy and clean, 
offers some proportionate consolation 
for the rates I have to pay. 
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Castlebar Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book — continued. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Richard D’Avcy, New Forest, 
County Galway. 


1850 : 

3 September. 




John Erskine, Turlough, 
County Mayo. 


5 September 


I approve of the stale the poor are kept 
in here. 


William Grenenson, Slargan 


20 September 


I have visited the Castlebar workhouse 
this 20 th September 1850. I have found 
the utmost order and cleanliness in 
every department observed. It is a 
most excellent institution, and is in a 
very efficient state indeed, wliich does 
great credit to the superintendence of 
its managing officers. 1 cannot refrain 
from expressing tlianks, sincere and 
heartfelt, for the marked kindness and 
attention paid to me by the officers of 
the establishment. I shall carry to 
Scotland a very favourable impression 
of the object of my visit. 


Hugh Ferguson, Manchester 


2 October - 


Found the house in good order, and 
master very attentive. Derived much 
satisfaction in observing the condition 
of the place. 


Sir William Somerville - 


11 October - 


Much pleased vvitli all that I have seen in 
the establishment. 


John Toler, M.n. - - - 


11 October - 


The cleanliness of the house, and the 
healthy appearance of the paupers, re- 
flect the highest credit upon the officers 
connected with the establishment 




BALLINA WORKHOUSE. 


Copv 


OF Entries in 


Visitors’ Book. 


S. Godolphin Osborne, Bland- 
ford, Dorset; H. C. Stuart, 
Anhill, Dorset. 


1850 : 
25 June 


Much gratified with tlie order and clean- 
liness of the whole establishment. The 
children are far healthier than any I 
have yet seen in any Union. 


Robert Buchanan, Freeport, 
Westport. 


, 27 June 


, The state of the house is creditable. The 
soup is not so good as it should be ; 
there did not appear to be any vegeta- 
bles, and the upper part had been 
served from tbe boiler without the meal 
being stirred through it. Breaking 
stones small, and by measure, has been 
found desirable in other workhouses, as 
by that means a task can be given 
which must be performed. 


218 . 







Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




48 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO STATEMENTS IN BOOK, 



Ballika Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book — continued. 



Visitor’s Name and Residence. 


Date of Visit. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


George Todd, Devbiter, East 
Lothian. 


1850 : 
28 June 


Tile management of the house is hio-hiy 
creditable, but if there was a plot of 
ground, say, from 15 to 20 acres around 
laid out ill a judicious way, and culti- 
vated by the inmates, it might be made 
highly available in the culture of vege- 
tables for the use of the establishment 
without which it is impossible to provide 
proper sustenance. 


Robert M'Ever, Craig House, 
Strabane. 


29 June - , 


Visited the Ballina workhouse in company 
of the medical superintendent, and found 
clean and in good order. Being a 
holiday, I did not see any industry 
carried on, but was pleased to see looms 
and very useful cloth in them, suited to 
the necessities of the inmates. 


David Sutherland, Inverness - 


20 July 


Visited the workhouse, and well pleased 
with the mode of conducting it. 


Edward Attymags, London ; 
James M'Connell, Glasgow. 


6 August 


Much pleased on all accounts, especially 
as to the healthy, cheerful appearance 
of the children. 


Robert Allen, Dunkeld, Scot- 
land ; James H(^g, Pat. 
B. Mure, J. B. <5)nnerty, 
John Maitland, Edinburgli. 




Visited the institution, and on the whole- 
much pleased with the arrangement. 



ENNIS UNION. 



Copies of Entries from Visitors’ Book of 1849 and 1850. 



ENNIS WORKHOUSE. 



No. 1821/51. 

Copy OF Entries in Visitors’ Book for 1849. 



1849 : 



23 August. 

a. B. Sheridan, M.P., 
Frampton, 

Dorset. 



Visited this establishment, and e-xamined the wards and 
infirmary throughout; every part was in a most satisfac- 
tory state, and perfectly clean. The master supplied me 
with every information 1 could desire, and is deserving 
of great credit for the attention he appears to give 
in every department. If any improvement could be- 
would suggest an alteration in the position of 
the privies, and that the beds in the infirm ward should 
not be so crowded. The result of the field cultivation is 
very satisfactory. 
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ENNIS UNION. 



Copy OP Extries in Visitors’ Book for l8r>U. 



Name and Rcsideuco. 



1850 : 
3 January 



(5 January 



15 January 



17 February 



21 February ■- 



28 February - 



18 May - 
2 March 



31 March 
14 Ayril - 



OBSERVATIONS. 



James Ward, Galway - 

John Tl. Harding, Provincial 
Bank, Eimio. 

Uev. C. Ward, Ennis 



Thomas B. Turner, Tuam 



P. M'Mahon, B. O’Loughlin 
Tirgrove. 



James Moloney, Kiltaunon- 



William Duncan, Captain, 
E. A., Bridge of Earn. 

J. D. Fitzgerald, 1, Merrion 
Square, North. 



R. A. Duncan, New Castle • 
Win. P. O’Brien, ICiilaloe 



•14 April - 
•35 June - 



Marcus Prtte-sou, Bally 
cogTan, Killaloe. ■ 



The establishment reflects the greatest 
credit on all connected with itsmanage- 
ment. 

I have great pleasure in stating, that the 
cleanliness and regulariiy observed in 
this establishment reflects great credit 
on the master, kc. 

Inspected the different wards of this esta- 
blishment to-day, and -was much pleased 
■witli the order, cleanliness and regu- 
larity of the house. 

Visited the house and hospital, and con- 
sider the arrangements and cleanliness 
observed reflect gi'eat credit on the 
officciTs. 

Visited the house and sick wards, and were 
greatly ijleased with the order and clean- 
iiuess of the whole establishment, which 
reflects the greatest credit on all con- 
cerned in its management. 

I was much pleased with the order and 
cleanliness, and with the employment 
given to the paupers. It is, however, a 
matter of deep regret to find so many 
of the able-bodied peasantry of the 
country inclosed within these walls. 

I hope there will veiy soon be no neces- 
sity for such an establishment, good as 
it certainly is. . ■ c 

I had never before seen the interior of a 
workhouse, and can form no estirnate 
by comparison with other establish- 
ments, hut I was indeed smprised at the 
order, extreme cleanliness and regii- 
larity in this workhouse. I scarcely 
conceived before that such could be ob- 
tained, and I am certain no other es- 
tablishment can excel this. 

The ' establishment appears very weU 
managed, and in many parts of it con- 
siderAle neatness is observable. 

I have inspected the Union workhouse 
and the agricultural school attached 
thereto, and have much pleasure m re- 
cording the satisfaction 1 have felt at 
the arrangements prevailing Through- 
out. The air of cleanliness pervading 
theentire establishment, and the success- 
ful exertions that have been made m 
promoting the industrial (^ploymentot 
the inmates in the several classes and 
sexes, reflect, in my opinion, very gi'eat 
credit on the master and other officers 
of the house. 

This establishment is a model for the poor- 
houses in Ireland. 



3. Godolphin -Osbonie,- 
Blaiulford, Dorset, England. 



I have o'one over the whole of this estab- 
lishment: I was unexpected, and the hour 
scarcely reasonable; hut I am muci 
gratified by tlie general cleanliness and 
order which prevail throughout. _lo 
mucli praise cannot be given to e 
attempt made to employ the peop e 
profitably in the farm-garden and the 
work-rooms. 

{coiitituied) 
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Ennis Workhouse — Copy of Entries in Visitors’ Book for 1850 — continued. 



Date. 


Name and Residence. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1850 : 
3 July 


Benjamin Cox, Cianford, Kil- 
nish. 


1 have very great pleasure in stating my 
fullest approbation of every thing con- 
nected with the Ennis workhouse. I 
am particularly pleased with the industry 
and manufactories carried on here. 


1 C July - 


Thomas Clarke, Bellefield 
House, New Bri^e ; Rev. 
Dr. De Moleyus,Westbury, 
Bristol. 


We were much gratified by the great 
cleanliness of this establishment, and 
the healthiness of its inmates. 


17 July - 


George F. Lysaglif, Wood- 
mount House. 


House clean and regular ; very poor. 


19 July - 


James George O'Brien, Li- 
merick. 


I was much pleased with the order and 
cleanliness of this establishment. 


23 July - 
28 July - 


Joseph R. Kirk, Dublin 
R. Walker, Fifeshire. 


Much pleased and sui-prised at the clean- 
liness and order of every tiling in the 
establishment. 


28 July - 


William Scott, Fifeshire. 




31 July - 


J. L. Trousdell, m.d., n.N., 
Limerick. 


This house reflects the highest credit on 
tlie master and the several officers con- 
nected with the establishment, as every 
department is in the best possible order. 


24 August 


Rev.William Osborne, Dublin 


From what I have seen in this establish- 
ment, and from the intelligence and in- 
formation of those connected with its 
management, I have been very much 
gratified. 


i2 October 


William B. Delaiw, Bally- 
banod, Queen’s County. 


I have the greatest honour in being enabled 
to evince that the manner and order of 
this workhouse shows every thing tend- 
ing to the comfort, cleanliness, order 
and wants of my suffering and afflicted 
country people. 


1 7 October 


A. Tracy, Limerick - 


Tlie condition of the house reflects much 
credit on the master and mistress and 
officers. 


28 October 


William Connor, Dublin 


I have been exceedingly pleased with the 
condition of the house,and ©fits inmates. 


28 October 


Frederick Lucas, Dublin 


The orderly and cleanly appearance of 
the house, nnd the signs of industrial 
education of theinmates, must give every 
visitor the highest gratification. 


23 November - 


Aubrey De Vere, Currah 
Chase ; George t. Watts, 
London. 


We have been much pleased by the good 
order which prevails in this workhouse, 
as well as by the cleanliness which pre- 
vails in every part of it, and by the 
attempt made with much success to 
provide employment for the inmates. 


25 November - 


H. J. Bythurst, Royals; A. 

Huutly, Royals; Knox, 

Captain Royals Regiment. 


We have been much pleased with arrange- 
ments of the Ennis workhouse, and 
fully coincide witli the opinions above 
expressed. 


15 December - 


Thomas Blake Turner, Tuam 


I have found all parts of the house visited 
by me clean, orderly, and altogether 
very satisfactory. Faupers at dinner; 
diet excellent. 
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KILRUSH UNION. 

Copies of Entries from Visitors’ Book of 1S49 and 18S0. 



No. 1 , 821 / 51 . 



Extracts from Visitors’ Report Book for Year 1849. 



3 September 1840. 

G. Poulett Scrope, M. p. - I am much pleased to find the house so admirably dean and well 
administered, but fear it ie very inadequate, even with all its 
auxiliary houses, to meet the destitution of the district. 



9 October 1849. 
Sir W. Somerville 



I was much gratified at seeing the order and regularity which 
pervades this establishment. Its management reflects the highest 
credit upon the officers who have superintended it. 



No. 1 , 822 / 51 , 



Extracts from Visitors’ Report Book for the Year 1850. 



2 April - 



10 April - 



14 April - 



James Loch, M. p. ; 
Captain Loch, r. n. 



Rev. Mr. Scanlon 



W. W. Morris, r. n. - 
Rob. Bentham Morris 



RESIDENCE. 



London 

Ditto. 



Coast Guard • 

36, Bcdfoi'd.street, 
Commercial-road 
East, London. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



S May - 



E. W. Johling 
John B. Cotter - 



■ Stag,” 
Cruiser. 



Limerick 

Kingstown. 



218. 



I have gone over this Union ; 
and have great satisfaction in 
stating ray opinion as to the 
clcanlinesB of the house, and 
of the paupers, and of the care 
taken of the sick. 

10th of April, visited the Union, 
and was extremely gratified 
to see the excellent arrange- 
ments, admirably conducted, 
and tending so much to tlie 
comforts of the poor inmates. 

Ditto. 

If excellent arrangement and 
good order consists in placing 
four boys and one man in a 
bed not too lai^e for one per- 
son, and the five persons 
lying therein in a state of 
disease, then the Kilrush 
workhouse is well managed. 

Tlie following observations were 
made by the Board of Guar- 
dians on the foregoing Report, 
viz.: — 

Witli reference to the annexed 
Report, tlie Medical Officer 
and Master having been exa- 
mined by the Board of Guar- 
dians, stated, that in tliis 
ward there were 13 beds for 
19 convalescent boys ; and 
that two beds had been drawn 
togetlier, wliich are here re- 
presented os one. 

(signed) Crofton M. Vandeleur, 
Chairman. 

The whole of occupants of this 
house appear to me to he 
kindly and carefully taken 
care of in all the departments, 
infirmary included; and every 
apartment of the building as 
comfortable and cleanly as it 
appears possible to make it. 

We have looked through this 
workhouse, and tiie arrange- 
ments appear to us very cre- 
ditable. 

{continvei] 
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Kilrush Union— Eztiacta from Visitors’ Report Book for the Year 1860 — continued. 



DATE. 



NAME. 



RESIDENCE. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



. S.GodoJphinOshorne; 
H. Stuart 



Blandford, Dorset 
Chichester. 



• We have gone through the house, 
and, however shocking the evi- 
dence it presents of the con- 
dition of tile Union, we have 
been much gratified by the 
general cleanliness and order. 



8 July 



13 July 



0 August 



- Jas. Duncan 



- 1 Magberafelt 



• From what I had heard of the 
Eilrush Union, I expected to 
have found the workhouse in 
a state of much disorder, but 
I am happy to say that quite 
the contrary is the case ; and 
its cleanliness and arrange- 
ments will bear comparison 
with many of the northern 
houses, where there is not one- 
tenth of the number to be 
accommodated. 



- Bernard Collins 



* Monastery, Eilkerin, 
Co. Gdway. 



John Fitzgerald Stud- 
dert, Captain, r.n. 



R. Studdert, r.n. 



- Buaiatty - 



I went through the house, and 
had seen everything regular 
and in good order, to the best 
of my belief 

Visited the establishments with 
my family ; was truly gratified 
to find everything conducted 
with its intrinsic economy, re- 
gulari^ and cleanliness, in 
such a state of perfection. 
The ladies who accompanied 
me desired to record the plea- 
sure they received by their 
visit. 

like a well-ordered man-of-war. 



- [ Thos. Browne - 



* Limeriok - 



• I have been most agreeably dis- 
appointed in this my first visit 
this day to Kilrush workhouse, 
as, instead of disorder and 
irregularity presenting itself, 
(if newspaper accounts could 
be credited) I find that clean- 
liness and good management 
of the first order pervades 
every department in the esta- 
blishment. The infirmary and 
dormitories exhibit all the ap- 
pearance of being superinten- 
ded by an active end vigilant 
matron, whose duties (varied 
as they seem to me), no doubt, 
must he discharged with care 
and diligence. The industrial 
departments (though not ex- 
tensive) are economically con- 
ducted, yielding a fair amount 
of uEcfnI labour; some of the 
inmates in the infirmary are 
clothed in their own garments, 
and this is not the practice in 
other Unions. The assistant 
matron’s attention and industry 
appears to be most creditably 
exhibited in the cleanliness of 
linen and bedding of the esta- 
blishment Instead, therefore, 
of Kilrush being a lying [bye] 
word, it ought to be considered 
a model for many of the neigh- 
bouring Unions of the south of 
Ireland. 
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DATE. 


NAME. 


RESIDENCE. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


11 Aug^ust 


Robert Leslie - 


Tarbert House - 


The apartments are all kept very 
neatly, and I consider the 
house as governed by good 
officers ; regularity and order 
is attended to ; classification 
also appears to be well attend- 
ed to. 


0 September - 


Mobs King 


Crete Hill, Dorset - 


I have had great pleasure in 
visiting this house, which is 
kept with great cleanliness 
throughout; good order ap- 
pears to be maintained in all 
the departments. I am parti- 
cularly pleased with the state 
of all the infirm wards, where 
every attention appears to be 
scrupulously paid to the pa- 
tients. 


11 September - 


George Studdert, 

P. L. G. ; Thomas 
Spaight. 


North Dublin Union 


We have visited the Kilrush 
workhouse this day, and have 
much pleasure in reporting 
that it appears to us to be con- 
ducted with the greatest sys- 
tem and propriety, and por- 
tioularly as to cleanliness, 
which is moat remarkable. 


14 October 


Anthony Trollope - 
John Tilley 


Mallow - 
London. 


As far as we are able to form an 
opinion, every thing in this 
house is well conducted. 


21 October 


Patt. Hurley - 




I visited the workhouse, and it is 
highly creditable to Ae master 
to keep it in such clean order 
and regularity. 


23 October 


Thomas Beggs 


Walthamstow, London 

- 


I have visited the workhouse and 
several of the auxiliaries, and 
feel great pleasure in bearing 
testimony to the excellent ma- 
nagement throughout, I would 

suggest to the consideration of 
the Guardians the desirable- 
ness of finding employroent for 
all the younger branches ca- 
pable of working. 
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